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Make Our Profession Honourable 


BIMAL KUMAR DATTA, 
Librarian, 

Visva-Bharati University, 
Santiniketan. 


In our country librarianship still to-day is not fully recognised as an 
honourable profession and the majority of the people think that the wheels 
of a library are oiled by those who are less capable, ambitious and adven- 
turous. This is a fact which is 95% true. . 

The average attitude of a cultured man towards this profession will 
be well illustrated from the following interesting story, while I was returning 
from U.S.A. after studying at the Columbia School of Library. Science, 
New York, one evening in the ship’s lounge we several students and teachers 
were chatting among ourselves. One middle aged gentleman with aristrocra- 
tic air came there and took his seat amongst us. Within a short time he 
became friendly with us and started asking about our respective works in the 
foreign countries. Most of the students studied Business Administration, 
Engineering and other fields of Pure Science and Humanities. But only my 
answer puzzled and disappointed him, After much argument I had to create 
the impression that Librarianship is a distinct profession and Library Science 
is a technological subject. 

The story tells the attitude of avcrage cultured folk towards Libra- 
rianship. It is true that the profession is neither fuliy recognized by the 
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' Government nor by the Society and sometimes the work is looked down upon. 
It is why bright students of the university never think of accepting Librarian- 
ship as their career. 

To make the profession honourable both from the viewpoints of 
pay-scale and status it is the high time that we should think over this prob- 
lem collectively against the background of the present day social structure, 
chalk out plans and try sincerely to make the whole scheme effective and 
successful. Only mere resolutions from the platforms of library conferences 
will not do — only some individual attempts will not fulfill the purpose and 
only lip sympathy minus sincerity will help us very little. In order to serve 
a great cause ie. to make the profession on equal footing and prestige to 
those of the other nation building activities systematic plan and organized 
determined efforts are more important than all else. 


Our first point of action should be to try to enhance the pay scales 
of the librarians and othe: technical staff attached to the profession so that 
they can live honourably, concentrate their energy whole-heartedly to their 
respective jobs and have a chance to think out original and new plans as well 
techniques suitable for our purpose. 


Our culture, social structure, climatic condition and method of 
approach are different to those of the West. Then it is sometimes useless to 
follow the Western modus operandi which even do not suit our purpose. We 
require those things to be built upon on new lines making them suitable and 
useful for the practical needs of oor eastern countries. But these works will 
require tremendous amount of man power with proper technical knowledge. 
Where do these persons will come from ? In order to build up the profession 
and to draw the attention.of the young and brightmen who would really be 
able to help the whole thing to grow systematically and in an organised way 
... the pay scale of all the grades of the profession should be revised on the 
consideration that the librarians are technical personnell with a fair standard 
of general education. It isa pity that the present pay scale particularly 
for the lower grades is so poor and humilating that sometimes it becomes 
difficult to get a person selected no matter his intelligence, calibre and special 
aptitude. 


The 2nd point we have to consider is the prestige and status of the 
librarians as a whole. Like the poor school teachers they are neglected crea- 
tures who work silently for a great cause without recognition and pay. They 
practically sacrifice their lives but even their very work remain unknown, 
neglected and unrecognised. 

Not to speak of the village and public libraries even some of the 
University libraries in India are piloted by non-librarian teachers who do 
not know even the ABC of Library Science. The man who works and main. 
tains the library is considered as a clerk. He has no voice in the ad ministra- 
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MAKE OUR PROFESSION HONOURABLE 


tion, in the book-selection and future planning. The status and pay scale 
of the village and public librarians (except some top rankers) are very Poor. 
They live a very miserable life and thus throw a gloomy shadow over the 
good name of the profession. 

The third point is to re-organise the degree and diploma courses of 
the Library Science and bring the standard to a fairly high degree. Moreover 
the question of making the standard of the syllabus of all the Universities 
uniiorm is another vital point. For teaching of Library Science we face the 
following difficulties :- 

(i) Shortage of good teachers :- The teachers of the library schools 
of Indian Universities are mostly part-time workers and as a result it is not 
possible for them to devote that much of energy and labour as required for 
a full time teacher. Moreover to inspire the young graduates the teachers 
should be necessarily good and successful libazrians so that they set an exam- 
ple by themselves as well as can narrate their experiences which will be 
refreshing as well as inspiring. The teachers should have to remember always 
that a librarian is not only a technician but he should have a strong belief 
in the value of the library and should be ready to dedicate his life to the 
rendering of sincere service to the people. Belief, Technique and Service ... 
these three words will be the motto of a true librarian. 


2) Shortage of suitable text books :- 


The students of the Library schools of Indian Universities mostly 
read the text books written and compiled by European or American librarians 
or scholars which are not suitable for Indian libraries. Very few attempts 
like that of Dr. Ranganathan were made by Indian librarians to compile and 
edit suitable books on Library Science with major focus on Indian and Asiatic 
topics and conditions. 

The Indian Library Association should come forward in this work 
of writing suitable and useful text books for the use of the students of the 
Diploma and Degree courses which will require research, broad outlook with 
wider experience as well as a biasless comparative knowledge. The ILA in 
co-operation with universities and the Ministry of Education, should encoura- 
ge such writings both from the corporate and individual authors. 

3) Shortage of Library journals: Publications of library journals 
both to popularise the subject and the profession should be encouraged and 
every attempt should be made to publish some more journals in this field 
and if possible to convert the old ones like Indian Librarian and Journal of 
the ILA into monthly publications. The only journal which has been catry- 
ing the banner sincerely and impartially for a pretty long time is Indian 
Librarian. It-not only encouraged the librarians to write something regard- 
ing their experiences and professional work but also helped to a degree to 
popularize their cause. 
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The journals serve mainly two useful purposes. They create a 
platform to know and discuss among each other as well as to make the 
usefulness of the profession widely known and appreciated. It is not always 
necessary to write articles and books on the technicalities of the Science but 
popular books and articles to attract the attention of the general public are 
also largely wanted. The look... The Library Movement by Diverse Hands ... 
published by the Madras Library Association, 1929 served useful purpose to 
draw the general sympathy ann still to-day stands as a specific example. 


During the last twenty five years the library profession in this 
country has gained much ground and popular sympathy but when compared 
to the standards achieved by some of the Western countries the library pro- 
fession and service of this country look like a toddler. It still requires 
much nourishment and nurshing. The Indian Library Association is the only 
body who can come forward and help, can bring these points to the notice 
of the Ministry of Education and UNESCO and can create an atmosphere ot 
sympathy and support by organised publicity and other publications 

I think it is the high time to think on these lines collectively and 
to do something sincerely in order to make the professions honourable and 
to draw the attraction of active, intelligent and brigh youngmen towards 
this profession, 


LIBRARIANSHIP AS A CAREER 











The New York Life Insurance Company has prepared an advertise- 
ment on librarianship entitled “Should Your Child Bea Librarian?’’ [his 
ad appears in Life for March 18, in the Saturday Evening Post for March 
23, and in the April issue of the Ladies’ Home Journal. It was written by 
Edward G. Freehafer, Director of the New York Public Library, with Llewe- 
llyn Miller, and presents factually and attractively. 

In addition to the enormous circulation of these natlonal magazines, 
the advertisement will be reprinted in booklet iorm under the title ‘Should 
You Be a Librarian?” and become part of the New York Life’s series of 
career pamphlets. The Company will distribute the booklet widely to libra- 
rians with a letter from Mr. Clift, urging librarians to accept New York 
Life’s offer to furnish copies in reasonable quantity lots. 

Should you wish to express appreciation for this generous contribu- 
to lilrarianship, write to Francis L. Cooper, Advertising Manager, Public 
Relations Department, New York Life Insurance Company, 51 Madison Ave- - 
nue, New York 10, N.Y. (USA). 
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Some Observations 


Patiala Library Seminar 


GIRJA KUMAR, 

Librarian, 

Indian Council of World Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


It was a commendable idea on the part of the United States Infor- 
mation Service, New Delhi, to have planned a regional library seminar for 
the States of the Punjab and Rajasthan, which was held at the Central Public 
Library, Patiala, between May 1 to 3, 1957. The seminar was attended by 
nearly 20 librarians, executives and public men connected with library move- 
ment in the area. One could gount state, district, municipal and college 
librarians; executive officers of several municipalties and municipal comm- 
issioners among this gathering. 

The theme of the seminar was ‘the library’s role in the community’ 
which was spread over five sessions in three days. Most of the discussions 
were initiated by Miss McCusker and Mrs. Kapoor of the “USIS who, in 
addition, were responsible for the excellent arrangements made for the 
seminar. Miss Holt of the Wheat Loan Office, Mr. S.R. Bhatia Editor, Indian 
Librarian, Mr. Trehan of the Punjab Library Association and the present 
writer led the discussions on the ‘training and status of library personnel’, ‘the 
library as a community center’, ‘the role of the library in the community’ 
and‘ American library service from the Indian viewpoint’ respectively. 

As no discussion papers were prepared in advance, so the pssibility 
of their prior circulation did not arise. The extempore introduction to the 
subject was immediately followed by a general discussion in which everybody 
participated. ° Thus a great deal of spontaneity and informality characterised 
these discussions. 

No formal resolutions could be passed because the seminar was 
being held under the auspices of an agency of a foreign embassy. However, 
a number of recommendations were made which the library associations con- 
cerned were expected to pursue further. 


It is within the experience of many librarians that their advice in 
matters of book selection is evaluated at discount. The situation is the 
worst at the level of the small libraries. Some amusing instances were 
related of how an executive officer of the parent institution bought the 
whole lot of useless books from an obliging bookseller friend. These exam- 
ples are to no means rare. It was recommended that the deciding factor in 
this matter should be the librarian, subject to the requirements of his clien- - 
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tele and approval of the library committee. Another fact to be recognized 
is there is very little guidance available for the purpose of book selection to 
the average Indian librarian. The proposed Indian National Bibliography 
is going to fill the gap partially but what is necessary is more than that. 
The Indian Library Association and the Indian National Bibliography were 
requested to undertake preparation of selected periodic lists with annotations 
of important Indian and foreign publications to facilitate proper selectlon of 
books by small libraries. 

The need for legislation to provide for levying of library cess as a 
standard practice by municipalities was stressed and the state library associa- 
tions were requested to take up the issue in the right earnest. Many instan- 
ces were related of the ‘medieval’ practice of the librarians being personally 
held responsible for the normal loss of books. From the discussions, it 
appeared to be a rule rather than an exception. As some body commented, it 
seems to give sadistic pleasure to the grand moghuls of the audit dcpartment 
to equate books for use with rupees, annas and pies in a government treasu- 
ry. 

On the surface, these may seem to be petty matters but there is 
no doubt that these are fit subjects for consideration by the local associations, 
No honest librarian can assert his personality till such time as standardized 
practices are not established by the library associations. Standardization is 
the next step to universal acceptance. An interesting point put forward 
during the discussions was that many of such issues can be decided to the 
satisfaction of the profession, provided the public libraries have active 
‘friends of the library’. They being regular users of the library are prone to 
be more sympathetic to its problems and can very well act, as one librarian 
succientiy put it, as countervailing force to bureaucratic pressures. I consider 
it the most important recommendation put forward during the seminar. 

A major consideration in holding the seminat was to stimulate 
interest among the Indian librarians about the American library organization 
and services as a model for their future development. Undoubtedly, it is 
very important for us to be well acquainted with tha American experiment to 
enable us to develop on proper lines by adopting certain of their standardized 
practices, not wholesale but with certain amount of discrimination. But 
there are dangers in being carried away by enthusiam for the American model 
to the extent of its uncritical appreciation, Some of these trends became 
evident at the seminar. Happily, Mrs. Kapoor. who has been associated with 
the USIS for a number of years put a damper on such enthusiasm. 

A point rightly emphasized by several speakers was that the tremen- 
dous achievements of American librarianship are not merely because of 
financial resources available but as it has heen said elsewhere, ‘greatly due to 
the integrity, intelligence, education, training and experience of the library 
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PATIALA LIBRARY SEMINAR 


profession’ and ‘the appreciative support the library receives from its enligh- 
tened authority’. In short, as Miss Holt emphasized, the typical American 
librarian has a recognized personality of his own. He * can assert himself 
and get recognized. We have to go a long way before we reach that stage 
and until then the Indian librarian can very well adopt lamb as their symbol 
because he is meekness embodied. 

A word of caution here. The following point was emphatically 
brought out during the discussions. The American library standards should 
be considered as an ideal but not a model to be copied wholesale. As Miss 
McCusker pointed out on the first day, material progress and development 
of libraries go band in hand. Since there is no likelihood of our attaining 
the standards of American material progress for a generation or two, our 
demands for library development should be framed within the limits of 
reasonable possibility. Another fact to be considered is that of 84% illite- 
racy in our country. Moreover, a considerable proportion of our literates 
are comprised of neo-literates. An additional handicap is the paucity of 
good publications in our languages for servicing in the libraries. Because of 
these handicaps, new methods suited to our circumstances will have to be 
evolved. Practically everyone was agreed upon these points. 

The most instructive aspect of the seminar was the opportunity 
provided in establishing contacts outside the Conference room. Many libra- 
rian3 were outspoken about the sad state of affairs in their respective insti- 
tutions. By the very nature of things, they could not air their complaints 
in the open sessions. It was quite obvious that many of them were treated 
no better than mere attendents. One librarian related the sad story of a 
budget sanctioned for him but never spent for the actual purpose by the 
simple mechanism of letting his proposals hang fire in the vicious circle of 
finance, education and building sub-committees, etc, To them, some of the 
discussions in the seminar had an air of unreality. But all of them were in 
agreement that the things were now improving. An outstanding impression 
formed was that of the determination and idealism latest among the younger 
generation of our libratans. 

I may be allowed to make a few observations on seminars in general 
based on the present discussions. Our periodic conferences like the All India 
Library Conference serve a useful purpose but have limited utility in many 
respects. The very fact of such a large gathering does not have the personal 
touch of participation for every participant. Thus it is very necessary to 
supplement these gatherings by frequent regional or special seminars, with 
number of partipants not exceeding 20 to 25. The initiative in arranging 
these meetings should lie with the state and local library associations. The 
theme of such a seminar should be some specific topics of practical value. 





—_— 


* No disrespect is meant to the fair sex but the term ‘he’ has been used as a generic 


expression. 


JUNE 1957 : o7 





PATIALA LIBRARY SEMINAR 


It would be better to prepare papers for discussion and circulate them in 
advance. Otherwise, there is a tendency for the discussions to end up in 
generalities. Moreover, it is not possible to raise all possible issues on the 
spur of a moment. That there should be judicious selection of participants 
is too obvious, but still it needs to be emphasized. The seminar at Patiala 
has already shown the way in the right direction but there ought to be follow 
up to bring up concrete results. 

A word about the Central Public Library, Patiala, venue of the 
seminar. The modernistic structure of the library was a pleasant surprise to 
all ofus. It was completed last year at a cost of 6 lakhs and has separate 
periodicals, children, map, lecture and reference rooms and an huge auditori- 
um to accommodate 800 people. Though the scope for improvements is too 
obvious at the first acquaintance with it, yet its very coming into being is 
something to be proud of for the library profession. 


Patiala Library Seminar 


Observations 


P. K. BANERJEA, 
Assistant Librarian, 


Agra University Library, Agra. 


The Foreign Service of the United States of America had arranged a 
Seminar ior the librarians and social education workers at Patiala between 
the Ist and 3rd of May, 1957. In this seminar workers from Rajsthan, 
Punjab (India), Delhi, aad U.P. participated. Everyday there were two 
sessions and in the evening films featuring aspects of library development 
in U.S.A. were shown to all the delegates. Miss Honor McCusker and Mrs. 
Kamla Kapoor were the moving spirits of the seminar and they took all 
possible care to see that the delegates had full advantge of the conference 
and efforts were made to acquaint all of the delegates with their rich and 
mature experience and jndgement. Miss McCusker and Mrs. Kapoor read 
a number of papers and initiated the discufsions almost every session and 
under their leadership the seminar discussed many important topics pertain- 
ing to the library movement and librarians in India. The aim of the semi- 
nar was not so much to give some sort of reorientation to prefessional 
librarians but ft was meant primarily for those who are in charge of libraries 
but had no technical training in the subject. It was designed to acquaint 
such persons with the library methods and to make them understand the 
role that a librarian is capable of playing towards the betterment of the 
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Mr. Chou En-lai, the Prime Minister of the Peoples’ Republic of China 
visited Santiniketan on 15th January, 1957. Visva-Bharati University 
conferred the Honorary Doctorate Degree (Disikottama) on him. The 
Prime Minister visited the Visva-Bharati Library and took a great interest. 
Pictures shows: Prime Minister with Mr. Bimal Kumar Datta, Librarian, 
Visva-Bharati Library. 
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library service to the readers. The whims and illogical ways of academicians 
and administrators to which. the librarian in India has gene-ally to submit 
is detrimental to the interests of the growth’ proper library. movement is 
this country and Miss Holt of the U.S.1.S. ‘in her most illuminating address 
narrated her experiences and her struggitd With some incorrigible .heads of 
institution who would not recognise the importance of the librarians in their 
respective establishments. Muss Holt furthet pointéd out that the ‘necessity 
of selecting only those who are intellectually inclined towards the library 
profession for being trained because a persén ‘without any . interest ‘in ~ his 
subject becomes a nuisance not only to himself but to the society. as well. 
It was interesting to note from her talk how the world to-day is advanceing 
towards better librarianship and how efforts are being made. to. develop the 
right attitude in librarians so that the society would get the maximum possi- 
ble advantage from the specialized training. 

Mr. Trehan of Chandigarh and the vétern’ library worker : of India 
Mr. Sant Ram Bhatia read two interesting’ papers which pointed out vividly 
some interesting facts about Indian librarianship and ‘I think all the members 
were struck particularly by the paper which Mr. Bhatia presented, It was 
thought provocating, and the members highly’ appreciated his mature. judge- 
ment, Mr. P.K. Banerjea, Mrs, Kamla Kapoor and . Mr. Girja Kumar 
narrated their experiences with the American libraries during . their stay .in 
the States. Mr. Banerjea confined himself to the descriptions of the Univer- 
sity libraries in U.S.A, while Mrs. Kapoor gave a vivid account of all types 


of libraries that she had seen and Mr. Girja Kumar explained the working 
of the Library of Congress in details. 


On the whole seminar proved to be a great suctess‘ and it afforded 
a good opportunity to the librarians of different parts of the country to get 
together and discuss their common problems. The Foreign Service of the 
U.S.A. thus earned the gratitude of all the participants in making it possible 
to arrange this Seminar at Patiala and the authorities of the Public Library 
Patiala, which housed the Conference received the thanks from all concerned 
for their fine hospitality. 





BOOKS FROM TARE U.S.A. 


News of current U.S. Books and book publishing. Volume 1, No. 2, 
February 1$57. New York: R.R. Bowker Company. 48p. Annual subscrip- 
tion: ($7.50 for Canada and the U.S.A.) other countries $1.50 by surface mail, 
air rates on application. 


Sponsored by the pensions Book Publishers Council, this new 
monthly periodical lists recent U.S. publications which are most likely to 
interest readers of English throughout the world, the material being specially 
selected for an overseas public. The descriptions of books listed are adapted 


from the book reviews prepared from advance copies and published in the 
Library Journal. 
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“The Library’s Rale in the Community 


SANT RAM BHATIA 





In our country we have little realised that libraries play a very sig- 
nificant role in building up a healthy and progressive community. We may 
become conscious of this role_as education spreads and people feel the necess- 
ity of acquiring the facility of reading in order to gain allround knowledge. 
The day will not be far off when the setting up of good efficient libraries 
will be found indispensable so that our people learn to read and take advan- 
tage of information and ideas embodied in the printed word so as to become 
competent and responsible citizens. 

It is for this reason that all over the world there has emerged the 
idea of a library which is at the disposal of the whole community. 

In this respect the consensus of opinion is that a public library alone 
can offer to each individual in a community a wide and important range of 
printed thought and information from which he can make his own selection. 
Such a library can help the individual to have an easy access to the truth 
and can maintain the sources of information open to all, unpolluted by any 
self-seeking interest. 

Of course, it is very essential that such public libraries should be a 
real source of inspiration to the people at large and cater to the needs of the 
community ... educational or recreational. These libraries must not be dull 
and monotonous structures but should be built accordiog to the environments 
and the kind of people in the community they have to deal with. They must 
provide the same care and attention for the newly literate as they provide for 
the advanced scholar. The librarians must not only understand books but 
also must understand the community with which they have to deal daily. 

The library service must enrich all aspects of living and reach persons 
of all age groups and occupations and sexes, helping them to become ~“balan- 
ced, integrated and satisfied individuals, useful and valuable ctizens’’. 

Two questions may arise : why people read books? why don’t they 
read books?. The answer to the first question is that people want to uoder- 
stand the world they live in and to seek solution to their daily problems, 
fight boredom, acquire knowledge to improve their status in life or to use 
the capacity they have of reading. The answer to the second question is that 
they do not read when books are not freely available or if available the books 
are not at a suitable place or are too far away or the books are not those 
what the readers want. 

A right type of public library can create and stimulate reading habits. 
For this purpose, it is very necessary that the library service must be well 
organised and the library well housed and arranged from within so as to have 








Read at the U.S.I S. Library Seminar, Patiala on May 2nd, 1957. 
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a desirable cumulative effect upon the mind of the reader. It isa pity that 
a number of our public libraries are housed in buildings planned for other 
purposes than for the specific purpose of being libraries, The design, layout 
and equipment of such libraries are thoroughly unsatisfactory, ultimately 
affecting the scope of the services they are expected to offer. Very few of 
them are good lending or reference libraries. Very few have good reading 
rooms according to the actual needs of the community. Very few have well 
selected books. We don’t find mobile libraries which are the best means 
of bringing books to small and scattered communities. We have still to find 
libraries where there is scientific classification and cataloguing of books or 
where the librarian keeps himself in touch with not only his readets but also 
with book production or book trade. There are not many librarians who 
study guides to the books or reviews appearing in professional and literary 
journals and have a pe‘sonal knowledge of good standard books. 


In a public or community library we have to build many “‘bridges’’ 
which can facilitate the traffic of books, ideas and information. We have to 
use our professional skill to provide a bridge to the new reader; a good scienti- 
fic reader service by means of up-to-date information of books, readers’ 
advisers and well selected display methods. We have to not only meet the 
needs of the individuals and groups but also to offez hospitality to them in 
the library. A library is to bea real centre for adult educational activities. 


We seldem find any good children’s libra‘ies, either in the schools 
or elsewhere, Though it is partly due to the fact that we do not have much 
good juvenile literature available, yet the reality is that we have not enthus- 
iastically applied our mind to this aspect of our need. In a children’s 
library the selection of books is to be intelligently and carefully done and 
the books have to be arranged with a thought to the childrens’ size and requ- 
irements. Sometimes story hours have to be arranged for the young readers 
and the child readership is to be maintained by training young people in 
the use of libraries up to the school leaving age, A psychologist-cum-libra- 
rian can alone deal with children who have ‘more of a conscience than 
adults.” 


I will lay specific stress on professional training and qualifications 
for our librarians working in a public library for the community and should 
like that our librarians follow certain standards or at least minimum adequ- 
acy of library facilities side by side quality of library facilities and services, 
making the public library service universally available. The activities of 
the library have to be designed to facilitate use of all resources to inculcate 
the habit of reading by logical organisation of materials for convenient use 
of the reader; to guide reading towards the goals of each individual; to provide 
information service in order to locate facts as needed; to assist different 
cultural and educational organisations in locating and using materials for 
planning and projects and to enrich the life of people in the commnnity. 
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The community libraries should have sufficient resources to provide 
the most frequently requested material from its collection; it should be as 
easy to reach and to use as a local shopping centre; it should maintain a 
programme of service and aid community enterprises and in fact interpret 
materials for people; it should be a part of a larger system of libraries 
prevailing in the area. A Central library and the community libraries should 
fuuction together for an efficient library service. The public library should 
be well financed and administered under the Governmental control of capable 
and interested officials. Public libraries and svhool libraries should work 
together to provide co-ordinated service for children and young people. A 
public library should focus upon clear and specific objectives, should be 
closely integrated with the community it serves and should have well planned 
hours of service. It should extend research services of library sy:tem and 
may sponsor or co-sponsor group activities within its limitations. ‘Materials 
should be selected, retained and discarded in the light of conscious objectives 
of each library”. In fact, it should not hesitate to have even literature on 
controversial topics of interest to the people. Its collections should be influ- 
enced by the existence of other library collections in the community and 
area. It must cover most interests in the several communities it se. vcs. 


All its staff members should be properly trained and efficient and 
should have conditions of employment that insures job satisfaction and job 
morale. The number of staff members should be sufficient to perform the 
duties involved in efficient servfce. The staff should include persons pro- 
fessionally in the various main services ... administration, organisation and 
control of materials, advisory service for adults young adults and children 
and extention services. Selection of library materials must be an orderly, 
co-ordinated process and the records of material must be kept up-to-date, in 
useable attractive conditions. The library structnre should be efficient. 
flexib'e and expandable and the building inviting and easy to use. Standards 
for lighting and other physical characteristics of public buildings should be 
maintained. In short, the local community library should have space and 
facilities to serve as a reading center for the area in which it functions and 
its destinies should be in the hands of pers»ns who are well equipped to ran 
it efficiently and effectively for the larger interests oi the members of the 
community. 





76th Annual ALA Conference 


The 76th Annual Conference of the American Library Association 
will be held in Kansas City, Missouri, June 23-29, with 4,000 librarians 
expected to participate. ALA President Ralph R. Shaw will preside at~the 
three General Sessions to be held on Monday, Thursday, and Friday evenings 
and at the three meetings of the Council on Monday afternoon and on 
Wednesday and Friday mornings. Speaker at the First General Session 


will be John W. Gardner, President of the Carnegie Corporation of New York. 


At the Third General Session, ALA President-elect and First Vice President 
Lucile M. Morsch will be installed as President and give her inaugural 
address Matters for Council consideration will include relocation of ALA 
Headquarters, and further steps in ALA reorganisation. 
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Hooks I Remember’ 


JUSTICE S.K. DAS 


Books are like friends. Ina life full of varied activity and wide 
experience, one remembes so many friends - and perhaps remembers many 
with gratitude; but there are one or two, friends indeed they are called, 
whose memory stirs the emotions and grips the heart. 

These are friends who have played a significant part in moulding 
one’s lives and are a source of constant comfort and strength. Two such 
friends of mine I bring to my listeners tonight - one an old familiar friend 
from Bengal and the other a new friend from far-off Sweden. 

Bankim Chandra Chatterje, one of the founders of the modern 
‘novel’ in Bengali literature, wrote Ananda Math, the Abbey of Harmony 
and Bliss, in a serial form in the years 1880 to 1882, The story is based on 
the dreadful famine of 1770 and the Sanyasi Rebellion of 1772; but the 
author himself warned his readers against reading the story as a true histori- 
cal novel. 

It is historical only in the sense that the background of the novel 
is laid in a recognisable historical period, but very few characters in the book 
have a genuine historical prototype. The book is remarkable in many wayS. 
The fervour of new-born nationalism, some of the weaknesses of our charac- 
ter, the part that women may play in the national struggle, and the ultimate 
objectives of a free and renascent India - all these are presented and interwo- 
ven, with the artistry of a master craftsman, into a pattern which left a deep 
and not-to-be-forgotten impress on my mind, when I read the book for the 
first time as a young boy of ten or twelve. 

I still remember the occasion when my father asked me to read the 
book aloud to him. I read the opening chapters so vividly describing the 
effects of the famine, and realised how powerful can be the emotions evoked 
by a piece of good literature. The song of ‘“‘Vande Mataram’” was sung ia 
the book - a song tnat is sung all over India to-day. Perhaps, the book 
will ever be remembered for that song, if not for its other remarkable traits. 

I remember the book, because, at a very young and impressionable 
age, it taught me the love of my country and countrymen, and inspired in me 
that faith - as it undoubtedly did in many other young men and women of 
these days - that freedom has a fundamental, value in life; but freedom has 
to be fought for and when achieved, has to be sustained with conscious 
efforts on a proper and rightful basis. 

In modern renascent India of the latter half of the nineteenth 
century and up to the fifties of the present century, many a thinker, many 
a leader have given us a vision of free India of the future- a vision of syn- 
thesis and harmony, of freedom, strength and prosperity. 








*Courtesy A.I.R. 
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Bankim Chandra also gave a similar vision in Ananda M ath, where 


at the end of the story we read that knowledge takes the hand of devotion, 
right conduct leads and inspires all activity, and self - sacrifice for the good 
of others is made the basis of all achievement. Such an ideal we have still 
to reach, though freedom in a limited sense we have attained. But I still 
remember how acutely I shared the regret of one of the principal characters 
of the book Satyananda Goswami when on the day of somewhat transitory 
victory, he was asked to retire - retire in favour of a regime he had fought 
against. 

Perhaps, the tine was not ripe, destiny had still to play her part - 
that was what the preceptor of Satyanand said. But what young man can 
reconcile himself and his ardour to a counsel of prudent perfection? It takes 
time to imbibe the teaching - “let knowledge grow from more to more; but 
more of reverence in us dwell.’’ 


Thus, I bid good night to my nationalist friend, and proceed to 
introduce my new friend from far off Sweden whose story is related to a 
period when nationalism was quite and completely unknown, 

The story is the story of psychological development of Barabbas, 
a Jewish robber and murderer, who, on the occasion of the feast of the 
Passover, was released by Pilate at the request of the Jews. It was the 
custom of the Roman Government to release all Jewish prisoners at the 
Passover every year, and Pilate wished to release Jesus. 

The Jewes, however, demanded Barabbas who had been convicted 
of rebellion against Rome. Here, therefore, is the story of a hardened 
criminal, a man with a legacy of hatred against society. To him, the gospel 
of love is meaningless and he considers the faith of Christ’s followers to be 
ignoble, slavish and fantastic. 

Yet, he was saved and the man executed in his stead was one who 
was believed to be the saviour of the world. Thus, he was haunted for the 
rest of his life by the idea of one who so literally died for him. This is the 
theme of the book called Bur«hhas, written by Par Lagerkvist who won the 
Nobel Prize for Literature in 1954. I hope my Swedish listeners, if there be 
any, will execuse if I am not pronouncing the name quite correctly. 


The story presented is the document of a struggling soul, battliug 
against the inequities of society, against this evils of the day and depicts the 
struggles of a man whose hand is against all; and who is yet touched by 
Christ’s charity and love. It is the story of an individual but told in uni- 
versal terms, terms which are not confined to any particular race, creed or 
time, A timeless story of this kind is difficult to tell, but the author has 
told the story with such imaginative delicay and such tremendous power 
that the haunted man Barabbas continues to haunt one even after the book 
is closed. 
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The story of Barabbas is the story of a time which is long past, 
but the story lives in its modern context. The questions which Barabbas 
asked and for which he got no satisfactory answer in his own life are ques- 
tions which demand an answer from civilised mankind of today. Troubles, 
perhaps, of a different kind, but very similar in nature, are afflicting 
mankind today. 

It is unfortunate that the advance of civilisation and culture has 
given rise to a precedence of material power only, and knowledge has not 
kept step with wisdom, Barabbas in his vain efforts did not see the wisdom 
whose silent workings however he felt. Our position is perhaps no better 
today. We see and realise the dangers ahead but havestill to perceive and 
act upon the wisdom which shall prevent those dangers. Barabbas wiped 
his hand across his wry mouth and smiled scornfully to himself; then he 
shrugged his shoulders and got to his feet. 

He lifted up his burden impatiently, as though he had begun to tire 
of it, and started off again. This is a picture almost true of the modern 
civilised man; impatient with his heavy burden of material and _ technical 
achievment as though he is tired of it, the common man shrugs his shoulders, 
gets to his feet and goes on with his daily routine. 


Then, he hears the message - ‘‘-Love one another.” The message 
seems a distant far off cry; yet it works and grips. Can it be that mankind 
will give itself up to this message and will the crucified Master return in the 
lives of other men and women? 

This is the question which is posed by the story, and the answer 
leaves one in the greatest anguish. Barabbas assisted at the birth of Chris- 
tianity; he returned to his robber band, endured slavery in a Roman coppet - 
mine and finally, as an old man, was crucified in Rome for a desperate and 
misguided attempt to forward the cause of the Master he could neither 
understand nor any longer deny. 

When Barabbas felt that death was approaching, death of which he 
had always been afraid, he said out into the darkness, as though he were 
speaking to it. ‘‘To three I deliver up my soul’. Shall we do the same? 
I sincerely hope that the answer which mankind will give will be slightly 
different and we shali deliver our soul not to darkness but to eternal life. 

In appreciation of the story of Barabbas, I quote from Andre 
Gide who has said. 

“Tt is the measure of the author’s success that he has managed 
so admirably to maintain his balance on a tight - rope wnich stretches 
across the dark abyss lying between the world of Reality and the world 
of Faith. The closing sentence of the book remains (no doubt delibera- 
tely) ambiguous :- ‘When he felt death approaching, that which he 
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had always been so afraid of, he said out into the darkness, as though 
he were speaking to it. ‘To thee I deliver up my soul.’ That ‘as 
though’ leaves me wondering whether, without realisation, he was, in 
fact, addressing Christ, whether the Galilean did not ‘get him’ at the 
end.” 

I shall ever carry in my memory the story of Barabbas, and I am 
sure such of my listeners who have read the story have felt the spell of its 
tremendously moving beauty and charm. I have no doubt in my mind that 
they also remember Barabbas as a book the memory of which one carries 
all through one’s life. I have not had the good fortune of reading the book 
in the language in which it was originally written. 

I read the book in an English translation, first published in 1952, 
but even in translation it evinces a nobility of tone and of style, a devotion 
to independence of mind and so acute a sense of reality that it at once grips 
that reader and continues to influence him even after the book is closed. 
One feels at the end of the book that pain and ugliness vanish and what 
remains imperishable down the years is the effort made to operate a_ better 
and happier world. 

I conclude by saying that I have brought to my listeners tonight 
two books of an entirely different character : one devoted to nationalism 
and the struggles for freedom, while the other depicts the struggles of an 
individual in the context of world events, the aspirations of a human 
soul without reference to race, creed, country and time; but the difference 
is more apparent than real. Nationalism in its aggressive from may be 
opposed to inter - nationalism but the two are not essentially contradictory 
to each other. 


They can live together in harmony and _ synthesis - the synthesis at 
which both Bankim Chandra and Par Lagerkvist hinted towards the conclu- 
sion of their books. And perhaps the same synthesis is also the basis on 
which eternal life can be based. I part with my two friends in the hope 
that they will continue to influence others in the same way as they have 
influenced me. 








‘Good wine needs no bush, and a good book needs no 
birth certificate. It makes not a farthing’s worth of difference 
to a child whether a writer’s work was done a year ago or a 
century ago; so iong as it stimulates the mind, stirs the feelings, 
stretches the imagination - and, furthermore; is a pleasure to 
read - it will be Joves with uncritical devotion”. —“‘Longer 
Flight: a Family Grows Up with Books”, Annis Duff. 
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Speaking of Libraries 
salar Juny Library 


The Salar Jang Estate Committee has decided to publish a ‘‘cata- 
logue raisonne’’ of Arabic and Persian manuscripts bequeathed to posterity 
by that great collector and patron, Nawab Mir Yusuf Ali Khan, Salar Jang 
III of Hyderabad. 

Scholars regard his collection of manuscripts as a premier, and 
perhaps the richest, treasure garnered by any one individual in India. The 
collection ranks next only to the great manuscript libraries of the country 
and serves as an auxiliary to the Khuda Bakhsh Orient Public Librarv, 
Patna, the Naticnal Library, Calcutta, the Asiatic Society Library, Bombay, 
the Riza Library and the Asafiya Library, Hyderabad. 

More than the Salar Jang Library and Museum, the proposed cata- 
logue will be a worthy memorial to the genius of the late Nawab, whose 


contribution to the enrichment of orientology will for long remain above 
comparison, 


Antiquities: The rare collection consists of several antiquities, 
relics of Asian culture, masterpieces of eastern art and learning, works of 
great thinkers and unique specimens of book arts collected from different 
eastern countries. 

In fine, they represent various epochs, styles, schools and centres of 
patronage as well as depict the development of the arts of calligraphy, 
miniature-painting, decoration illumination, gilding, binding, paper-making 
and preparation of inks of all hues prevalent during a thonsand years, 
beginning from the eighth to the 18th century A.D, in West Asia. 

Of great value are the rich, de-luxe codexes of the Holy Koran 
representing Muslim calligraphy at its best Among the innumerable rarities 
are royal autographs and genuine copies written and endorsed by great per- 
sonalities of the past and famous calligraphers of the east. The court calli- 
grapher of the last of the Abbasids, Yaqut-i-Must Asimi, who died in 1298, 
is, for instance, well represented. Nevertheless, what makes the richness of 
the collection remarkable is the fact that such rare specimens and archives 
are seldom found in the same place at the same time, notwithstanding the 
famous libraries of Europe and West Asia. 


Orientalist : The entfre commission of cataloguing has been 
entrusted to Dr. M. Nazimuddin, himself a distinguished orientalist, whose 
bibliographical knowledge has enabled him to plan a twenty - volume cata- 
logue. Eight volumes will list 2,459 Arabic manuascripts and 12 volumes 
4,146 Persian manuscripts. The first Persian volume, relating to philosophy, 
logic, theology and allied subjects, was published recently. 

Dr, Nazimuddin, who has been engaged in this literary project for 
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more than three years, indicates in his preface to the first volume the value 
and variety of the Salar Jang collection. 

The forthcoming Persian volumes will be published in the following 
order : 

Volume 2, Holy Koran, fragments, commentaries and translations; 
Volume 3, Principles of tradition, Jurisprudence, figh and fatawa of Sunni 
and Shia schools; Volume 4, Sufism, homiletics, prayers and _ biography; 
Voiume 5, Mathematics, astronomy, chemistry and useful, secret and fine 
arts; Volume 6. Medicine, veterinary science and allied subjects; Volume 7; 
Philology, lexicons, grammar and rhetoric; Volume 8, Literature and antho- 
logies of prose and poetry; Volume 9, Biographies of poets and authors; anc 
Volume 10, Geography, History, and miscellaneous works. 


— T.K.S. (-The Times of India, June 2, 1957.) 





(Mrs.) Helen E. Wessells's Farewell to Library Journal 


A farewell editorial in the April 1 issue of Library Journal (vol. 
82, no. 7, page 920) announces that Mrs. Helen E. Wessells is leaving her 
post as editor of Library Journal. Wrs. Wessells has been ill and is now 
taking a well-deserved rest; en route south recently, she stopped in 
Washington and visited the Library of Congress briefly. 

Mrs. Wessells assumed the editorship of Library Journal on June 1, 
1951, after vide experience in the library field. She had served in the 
Morristown (N J.) and Raleigh (N.C,) libraries and in the New York Public 
Library, and she had been Director of the U.S. Information Library in 
Melbourne during World War II. In 1948 she was in Washington as associate 
Director of the American Library Association’s International Relations 
Office, and in 1949-50 she was chief of the library brannch of the Depart- 
ment of State’s Division of Libraries and Institutes, During this period she 
was President of the District of Columbia Library Association (1949-51). 
In 1952-54 she served as President of the New York Library Club. Mrs. 
Wessells is active in the American Library Association as well as in the 
Special Libraries Association, and it is to be hoped that the library world 
will not be derived overlong of her particular talents. 


—-LC Information Bulletin, April 8, 1957. 
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An Account of the Origin and Development of 


The Calcutta University Library 


Pramil Chandra Bose, 
Librarian, Calcutta University. 


For a long time since its foundation in 1857, or to be more precise 
in December 1856, the University had no Library attached to it. As at that 
time the University was only an examining body the need of a university 
library was apparently not very keenly felt. This, however. does not mean 
that the desirability of havieg a library attached to the University was 
totally overlooked by the promoters of the University. The makers of the 
bye-laws of the Act of Incorporation of the University (Act 2 of 1857) 
positively contemplated formation of a University Library; otherwise it 
would not have been specified in the bye-laws that the Registrar of the 
University was to be the custodian of, besides other things, the library. 
Again in 1862 in its proposal for having a building for the University the 
Senate also, on the recommendation of the Syndicate and its Sub-Committee, 
included provision of accommodation for a University Library of suitable 
dimensions and a Reading or Consulting Room. Still the fact remain that 
no library of its owu can be traced to have been established in its very early 
years by the Calcutta University. 


In the month of February 1869 Baboo Joy Kissen Mookerjee of 
Uttarpara proposed to offer a sum of Rs. 5,000/- to the University for the 
purpose of forming a Library and the promised sum was received by the 
University in July the same year. In the meantime in June, 1869 a small 
collection of books which Baboo Eshan Chandra Bose had bequeathed to the 
University by his will had been received by the University, Apparently this 
collection formed the nucleus of the future Library of the University. Regar- 
ding the amount received from Baboo Joy Kissen Mookerjee the Syndicate 
decided to invest it in Government Securities pending the completion of the 
University building in which the Library would be ultimately housed. 

Construction of the Senate House building of the University was 
completed in 1873. In the same year a Committee was appointed by the 
Syndicate for preparing a list of books to be purchased for the University 
Library with a fund of about Rs 6,000/- which was then available for the 
purpose. The Syndicate also proposed to add to the Library Fund, Rs 3,500/- 
out of the surplus receipts of the University for the year 1873-74. In sub- 
sequent years portion out of the surplus annual receipts of the University 
was credited to the Library Fund. The Chief recommendation of the above 
Library Committee of the Syndicate was that the Calcutta University Library 
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should, as far as possible, be made supplementary to other libraries then 
existing in Calcutta. The recommendation was accepted by the Syndicate 
and during the year 1874-75 books were purchased for the Library accord- 
ingly. Thereafter books and other publications continued to be added t? 
the Library and by the end of the year 1876-77 the Library contained, 
‘besides English works of Reference and the Chief authorities of Indian anti- 
quities, fairly complete sets of the Sanskrit, Arabic, Latin’ and French 
Classics’. The German series of classics had also by that time been despat- 
ched from abroad and was ‘expected to arrive shortly’. In August 1876 a 
printed Catalogue of books of the University Library was brought out and 
circulated to the Fellows of the University. 

Regulations for the Management of the Library as drawn up by the 

‘ Library Committee were approved by the Syndicate in 1876. Under the said 
Regulations the Library which was primarily for the use of Resident Fellows 
of the University was to remain under the management of a Committee 
consisting of not less than five Resident Fellows of the University who 
should be appointed’annually by the Syndicate, the Registrar being ex-officio 
Librarian and Secretary of the Committee. On the recommendation of the 
Library Committee persons residing in Calcutta, not being Fellows of the 
University, might, however, receive special permission from the Syndicate 
to use the Library for the purpose of literary research. Others might, for 
the purpose of literary research, only consult books in the Library between 
the hours of half past ten A,M. and half past three P.M. on the written 
recommendation of a member of the Library Committee. Fellows and other 
persons permitted by the Syndicate to use the Library for literary research 
were allowed to borrow not morethan ten volumes at one and the same 
time and volumes borrowed were to be_returned within two Calendar months 
from the date of issue. 

During the year 1880 81 a new Catalogue of the Library was printed 
and circulated to the members of the Senate. A revised Catalogue of books 
in the Library was again brought out during the period 1897-98, About 
this time the accommodation provided for the library in ihe Senate House 
appeared to have become inadequate. In January 1896 the Registrar 
reported to the Syndicate that the accommodation for the Library was not 
sufficient and the Syndicate approved the suggestion of the Registrar to 
convert the two rooms on the north and south respectively of the Western 
Hall of the Senate House to two double storied rooms to accommodate the 
Library. 

Not only the size of the Library gradually increased but with the 
passage of time the volume of work in the Library also increased. In July, 
1902 the Syndicate, therefore, decided to appoint additional Graduate Assis- 
tant to look after the Library on a scale of salary of Rs 50/- per month 
rising upto Rs 80/- on annual increment of Rs 6/-, the person to be appointed 
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being required to give a security of Rs 1,000-. The Syndicate also decided 
to appoint a special bearer to look after the books of the Library on a salary 
not exceeding Rs 9/- per month, 


According to the above decision of the Syndicate Babu Sarat 
Chandra De, B.L. was appointed as an additional Assistant in the University 
Office with the duties of Librarian with effect from the 2Ist August, 1902. 
Evidently he was the earliest university employee who was appointed to do 
the whole time duty of a librarian but without the designation of Librarian. 
In September, 1902 the Syndicate also sanctioned purchase of four new glass 
cases for the University Library. 

The Regulations framed under the Indian Universities Act, 1904 
provided for formation of two Committees for the library, namely - (1) 
Library General Committee and (2) Library Executive Committee. On the 
recommendation of the Syndicate the Committees were accordingly appointed 
for the first time by the Senate in 1904. Sir Asutosh Mookerjee - he was, of 
course, not knighted then-was appointed Vice-Chancellor in 1906 and the 
library received his active attention soon. The Senate elected the Vice - 
Chancellor as the President of the Library Committees, and fixed the quorum 
for the General and Executive Committees to be 8 and 3 respectively. 


A new set of Rules for the management of the University Library 
was adopted by the Syndicate in July, 1907. Under the new rules besides 
the Resident Fellows, Resident Registered Graduates were also allowed the 
facilities of the University library. The latter were, under the new Regula- 
tions, permitted to borrow not more than 4 volumes at atime on a deposit 
of Rs 25/-. Also the University Professors, Readers and Lecturers were, 
during the time they held offices, entitled to the same privileges as Rrsident 
Registered Graduates, 

The prblem of accommodation for the Library had again in the 
meantime become pressing and in the Annual Report of the Syndicate for 
the year 1907 it was mentioned that ‘want of accommodation is a serious 
disadvantage under which the Library is labouring’. Sir Asutosh was not 
sitting idle over the matter. For we find that in January 1908 Maharaja 
Sir Rameswar Singh Bahadur of Darbhanga came to the rescue of the Uni- 
versity and offered to make a sum of two lakhs and a half available to the 
University as a gift for the building of a Library for the University. It was 
decided (by the University) to name the Library which was to be housed in 
the said building after the Maharaja who was subsequently nominated an 
Honorary Fellow as an eminent benefactor of the University. A Library 
Building Committee was soon formed to prepare a plan of the proposed 
building. 

The year 1909 may be considered as memorable in the annals of the 
University Library because of one eminently important purchase it made at 
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. a cost of Rs 10,000/- during the year - viz the entire Library of the late 
Professor R. Pischel of Berlin. The collection contained practically every- 
thing that had been published, within the three or four decades of the time 
in Europe and America in the fields of Sanskrit, Prakit and Pali Philology 
and also in the field of Comparative Philology besides many other works of 
interest. 


In the same year (1909) a new classification of the books of the 
Library according to subjects was taken in hand. But want of suitable 
accommodation stood in the way of improvements of the Library. The 
Annual Report of the Syndicate for the year 1909 gives a picture of the 
pitiable condition of the Library due to lack of - accommodation in the 
following words: ‘The book shelves in the Upper Gallery of the West Part 
of the Senate Hall were filled up long ago, and new books have now to be 
accommodated in shelves scattered through all parts of the building. This 
state of things which gives rise to much inconvenience add delav unfortuna- 
tely is bound to continue until the new Library Building is ready’. Cons- 
trucrion of the Darbhanga Library Building was entrnsted to Messrs. Martin 
& Co. in the year 1909. 

After the construction of the building had been completed the Univer- 
sity Library was removed to the Maharaja Sir Rameswar Singh of Darbhanga 
University Library Building in the year 1912. A spacious and comfortable 
Reading Room for University students was established in the Central Hall 
on the first floor of the building. Students reading for their M.A. Degree 
soon availed themselves of the opportunity thus offered to them for study in 
the Library, The average daily number of students using the Library at the 
time was about 40, Ample and convenient space being at last available, 
the Library could arrange its books in a systematic order according to 
subjects. The work of arranging books in a systematic order was taken up 
in 1912 and continued over the next year. 


In 1910 a valuable collection of works on Economics and Politics 
was presented to the Library by Sri Satis Chandra Ray and he donated 
Rs 2,000/- for purchase of books on Economics for the University Library. 
Out of non-recurring grant of Rs 4,00,000 for the year 1911-12 received by 
the Unversity from the Government of India a sum of Rs 1,00,000'- was set 
apart for the purchase of books and furniture of the Library and the amount 
was utilised in the following years. A gift of a large collection of Parlia- 
mentary Papers received in 1913 from the Vice-Chancellor, Sir Asutosh highly 
enriched the Library. Under the fostering care of Sir Asutosh the progress 
of the Library continued and huudreds of manuscripts in Bengali were pur- 
chased for the Library, The New Reading Room facilities proved very 
popular with the Post-Graduate students, Research scholars and others who 
used the Reading Room for study, reference and research and the nuinber 
of Library Cards — issued during the year 1915 rose to more than 750, 
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In 1915 on a requisition from Sir Rash Behari Gosh Professor of 
Chemistry the collection of work on Chemistry in the Library had been 
transferred to the University Science College to be retained there. Thus for 
the first time a departmental library of the University was formed with 
this special collection of works, Other departmental libraries attached to 
the different Departmens of study gradually came into existence. 

A necessity of systematic cataloguing of books of the Universiy 
Library was urgently felt the Syndicate in 1914 sanctioned appointment -of 
an Assistant Librarian for the purpose but no suitable person was available. 
Appointment of a Join-Librarian for the purpose was again sanctioned by the 
Syndicate in 1915 but no appointment was made. In place of Sri Sarat 
Chandra Dey who retired, Sri Basantabihari Chanda was appointed in April 
1917 in the grade Rs 100-10-150 and was the given designation of the Librarian. 


With the opening of the Post Graduate Teaching Departmental in 
the University in 1917 the importance of library in university education 
was further recognised. To allow the University students full advantage of 
the Library, arrangements were made for keepixg the Reading Room open 
from 7 A.M. to7 P.M. Two additional Library Assistants were appointed 
by the newly constituted Post Graduate Councils in Arts for the benefit of 
the students. In the same year the work of cataloguing was undertaken by 
the Library staff in co-operation with the members of the teaching staff in 
different subjects and its progress was spread over a number of years. 

Steps were taken by the Post Graduate Department in Arts to stirt 
a Lending Library for the students as the facilities of the original University 
Library were available to them for reference purpose only. Books of refer- 
ence were also purchased for the Post-Graduate Lending Library on the 
recommendation of the University teachers. This Library was actually 
started during the session 1918-19 and arrangements for issuing out books 
on loan to the students were made from the beginning of the session 1919-20. 
Problem of accommodation arose with the starting of the Library and books 
were kept in almirahs in the Hall on the ground floor of the Darbhanga 
Building. The Hall, however, was not fit for the purpose of a Library in 
any way. A set of rules for the Post Graduate Lending Library was prepar- 
ed during the year 1919-20. Along with some of the more important 
Departments of the Post Graduate Teaching in Arts the Post Graduate 
Lending Library was shifted to and housed in the newly constructed two - 
storied building subsequently known as the Asutosh Building. The Library 
was given accommodation on the ground floor of the Building and it remained 
there till April, 1935 when it was shifted to the 3rd floor of the Asutosh 
Building and amalgamated with the main library of the University. 


As the University students were not allowed to borrow books for 
use at home from the original library of the University which contained both 
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books of reference and other books, it was areference library so far as the 
students were concerned and it was actually called a (studnts’) Reference 
Library. It was, however, not only a reference library but also a lending 
library so far as other members of the library were concerned On the other 
hand the new Post-Graduate Lending Library which also contained both 
books of reference and other books allowed the students to borrow books 
from it for use at home. Though the two libraries were brought under the 
same control and management about 15 years later the same practice with 
regard to issue of books from both the libraries still continues, And as such 
the terms Reference and Lending Libraries as known in the Calcutta Univer- 
sity libraries are no doubt misnomers. 


From early days of creation of the Departments of the Post Gradu- 
ate Teaching in Science several Departments, such as the Departments of 
Chemistry, Applied Mathematics, Physics and Biology had got their own 
libraries. The idea also was there that a General Library worthy of the 
University College of Science would be formed for which even a spacious 
Hall was at the outset set apart. Though the idea was revived from time 
to time it has not yet materialised. As stated earlier, with the gradual 
opening of other new Departments in Science and Technology, Departmental 
or Seminar libraries attached to those Departments were also gradually 
brought into existence. 

After the shifting of the University Library to the Darbhanga 
Building in 1912 its progress continued uninterrupted for sone years. But 
the problem of accommodation again re-appeared and the Annual Keport of 
the Library for the year 1927 refers to the problem as tollows : 





“the expansion and proper utilisation of the Library are being much 
hampered for insufficiency of space. All possible space has been taken up 
by shelves which have been crammed up to their fullest capacities. Many 
books have been kept in double rows and also on the floor...This (absence of 
space) also hinders proper classification of books. [The curreat numbers of 
the most important periodicals can not be exhibited on the table for want of 
space. The seats in the Reading Room are also found insufficient at times.” 


The problem remained practically unsolved until the appointment 
of Sri Syamaprasad Mookerjee as the Vice-Chancellor in 1934. The appoint- 
ment of Sri Syamaprasad Mookerjee as Vice Chancellor was a land mark ia 
the history of the Calcutta University Library. After he had assumed 
office the first thing he did was to takes teps to build the fourth storey of 
the Asutosh Building at a cost of Rs 1,20,000 to accommodate the University 
Library and the Post-Graduate Lending Library there. The two libraries 
now known as the University Central Library were shifted to the present 
habitat in April, 1935. He also took measures to ensure better more exten- 
sive use of the library. ° 


The Reading Room in the new library premises provided seats for 
more than 300 readers at a time and the stack room could accommodate 
about 1,50,000 volumes. The main Reading Hall and the Periodical Room 
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were well equipped and special seating atrangements were made in the 
Reading Hall for the lady students, University lecturers and Research 
Scholars. Books were kept arranged on open shelves to which all members 
of the Library except the general students were allowed free access. The 
lady students were gradually allowed free access to the books kept on open 
shelves within the enclosure used as Book-issue Counter. 


The main Reading Hall was decorated with fresco paintings illustra- 
ting the development of Indian culture and civilisation with special re:erence 
to contributions made by Bengal. 


Readers were allowed to consult several volumes instead of one 
volume at a time in the Reading Hall and the cumberous and time - consum- 
ing methods of book issue were simplified and replaced by simpler and more 
efficient ones. 


Posts of two Assistant Librarians were created and two trained 
librarians were appointed to the posts in 1935. In 1937 Dr. Nihar Ranjan 
Ray who had returned to India after obtaining the Diploma in Librarianship 
of the London University was appointed Librarian. Dewey’s Decimal Cla- 
ssification System was introduced in June, 1937 for the classification of the 
majority of new acquisitions. 


From about the year 1941 the University authorities again began 
to feel the problem of accommodation in the Library. In 1947 the Hall on 
the third floor of the Asutosh Building which had so long housed the Comm- 
ercial Museum was released for the Library. Some special collections were 
housed in this Hall and it was converted into a Special Reading Room for 
special readers such as Fellows, University teachers and advanced research 
scholars. The knotty problem of accommodation, however, still continued 
to cause anxiety and become more and more acute with the progress of years. 
To a representation of the University authorities for financial aid for a library 
building the response from the University Grants Commission and the West 
Bengal Government was not un-favourable. But want of a suitable site for 
the purpose in the vicinity of the University was a stumbling block in the 
way. At last the authorities have decided to demolished the Senate House 
and erect a multistoried building there where the library will be housed along 
with the Asutosh Museum of Fine Arts and Auditoriums. 


The Calcutta University Library which is the oldest of the ‘existing 
university libraries in India is also very rich in respect of its holdings, There 
are several special collections of the University Library besides the Pischel 
Collection about which reference has been made earlier, of the other special 
collections the following may be mentioned :- 


Dunn Collection : In 1925 Mrs. T.O.D. Dunn presented to the 
University the library belonging to her late husband who was Director of 
Public Instruction, Bengal. The collection is rich in works of English lite- 
rature. 


Dasgupta Collection: Dr. A.P. Dasgupta who was then Assistant 
Controller of Examinations, Calcutta University, made over to the University 
in 1934 the valuable library of his father late Prof. J.N. Dasgupta. 


Bagchi Collection: In 1937 collection of 3000 volumes belonging 
to Dr. S.C. Bagchi who was Principal of the University Law College was 
made over by him to the University and has been kept asa separate collec- 
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tion in the Library. The collection is rich in Mathematics, Physics and 
French and German Literature. 


P.C. Ghosh Collection: The Library was enriched in 1945 by a 
gift of a very valuable Collection of about 5,000 volumes belonging to Prof. 
P.C. Ghosh which is since than known as Ghosh Collection. 


Uma Ghosh Collection: A collection of books written by Bengali 
women writers has been built up in the Library through the generosity of 
Sri Jyotish Chandra Ghosh of Nikhil Bharat Bangabhasa Prasar Samity. 


Manuscript Collection : The Calcutta University possesses several 
thousand rare and valuable manuscripts in Bengali, Sanskrit, Tibeton and 
other languages. 


Besides the special collections mentioned above special and valuable 
gifts of books received from various donors, Indiin and foreign, including 
foreign governments have enriched the stock of the Library from time to time. 


The University started a Post-Graduate Diploma Course in Libra- 
rianship in the 1945. There is great demand from all parts of India admiss- 
ion to the course. Unfortunately mainly for want of accommodation the 
demand can only very partially and ona very limited extent be met. A 
proposal for starting a two-year Master’s Degree Course in Librarianship is 
now under consideration of the University. 


The steady progress of the Calcutta University Library which is the 
biggest of the Indian University libraries having a stock of about 3 lacks of 
volumes and which now remains open from 7 A.M. to 9 P.M. on week days 
and from 12 noon to 4 P.M. on Sundays will be apparent from the following 
statistics compiled from its Annual Reports for the last 35 years :- 


Year Total issue of Periodicals received Books added to the 
Books in the Library Stock 

1921 23,032 157 1,300 
1926 41,597 218 1,793 
1931 61,866 241 2,591 
1936 109,309 297 3,698 
194) 113,879 380 3,195 
1946* 92,682 410 3,704 
1951 170 857 726 4 186 
June 1955 to May 

1956. 253, 712 743 8,464 





PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE IN GREAT BRITAIN 


British public library statistics for 1955-56, issued in November 1956, 
showed that at least 32,000 service points and 183 mobile libraries were in 
operation, with a total stock of 63.4 million volumes and a full-time staff of 
12,700. Book expenditure was $3,410,000 and the total cost of the service 
was $13,87u‘000 or 5s. 53d ahead of population. Lending library issues 
were 398.7 million, or 7.8 a head, an increase 12.4 million. 





* Library was not extensively used by readers due to outbreak of communal riot in 
the city. 
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The Integrated Library Service Scheme 
Government of India's Programme 


According to details recently announced on the Government of 
India’s programme for the expansion and improvement of its Integrated 
Library Service Scheme, each district, of which there are over 320 in the 
country, will have its own library and circulating services by the end of the 
Second Five-Year Plan (195661) Libraries have already been, or are in 
process of being, established in a about 100 districts. 

The Integrated Library Service Scheme aims at a network of libra- 
ries in each state or linguistic region with the central state library at the 
apex of the system and the district libraries as the main distributory libra- 
ries. Within the network. each district library would serve as a city or town 


library and maintain a circulating book service for its rural areas; it would 


undertake the training of village librarians and organize book exhibitions. 
Each central state library would act as copyright library for its state and 
support the district libraries by supplying them with bcoks from larger and 
more varied collections. The state library would also prepare bibliographies 
and material for readers’ advisory service. 

There are at present nearly 32,000 libraries in India, most of them 
small collections of books attached to social education centres or other 
institutions. The establishment of ceatral state, regional and district libra- 
ries would knit these small units into a co-operative system, It is proposed 
that ultimately the National Central Library will head the whole network. 

Already during the First Five-Year Plan grants amounting to 
Rs. 8,891,499 were made for the establishment of nine state central libraries 
and 96 district libraries, and for the further development of 52 existing 
district libraries. Under the Second Five-Year Plan, a sum of about Rs. 140 
lakhs has been allotted for library development in the states, more than 
half of which will be borne by the’ Central Government. Another Rs. 10 
lakhs have been provided for setting up a central institute for the training 
of librarians. 

The Government of India has recently set up a Library Advisory 
Committee of nine persons, to advise it on all matters pertaining to the 
expansion of the country’s library services. The Committee, under the 
chairmanship of Shri K.P. Sinha, Director of Public Instruction, Bihar, 
Patna, has the following terms of reference : (a) to inquire into the present 
reading needs of the people, how they are met and what part the existing 
library system plays in meeting the needs; (b) to inquire into the reading 
tastes of various sections of the people, what agencies exist to provide suit- 
able literature and how the reading tastes and, hence, the literature can be 
improved; (c) to recommend the forms of co-operation between the library 
and education networks; (d) to study the question of the training of libra- 
rians and the conditions of their service; (e) to make recommendations on 


the administrative and financial measures necessary to support the future 
library network in India. 
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1956 - Best Heference Books 


Mr. Louis Shores, Dean of the Library School of the Florida State 
University, and his committee of reference librarians have produced their 
fourth annual ‘Reference Checklist’, covering the books of 1956 with a few 
omitted from 1955 (Library Journal, Janvary 15, 1957, Volume, 82, No. 2, 
pages 145-57). This year the list contains more than 350 titles, each marked 
for its suitability for the reference collections of school, public, college, 
university or research libraries. India is represented this year by 2, Unesco 
4, Philosophical Library Inc,, 14 and American Library Association 8 publi- 
cations, Many of India’s important reference books are not included. We 
give below 100 titles from this iist. 

Abraham, W.A. Guide for the Study of Exceptional Children. Boston : 
Porter Sargent. 276p. $3.50, 

American Library Annual. N.Y. : Bowker. 165p, $3.95. 

American Library Association. Basic Book Collection for Elementary 
Grades, 6th ed. Chicago: AL.A. 144p $200. 

American Library Association. Library’s Position Classification Plan 
Chicago : A.L.A. 96p. 

American Men of Science. v. 3: Social Sciences and Rehavicral Sciences. 
Cattell, J., ed. N.Y. : Bowker. 761p. $20.00. 

American Universities and Colleges. 7th ed. Irwin M. ed. Washington, 
D.C. : American Council on Education, 1210p. $12.00. 

Assoc ation of Special Libraries Bureau, London. British Scientific and 
Technical Books 1935-1952. N.Y. Hafner. 348p. $11.25. 

Baker, A.E. Shakespeare Commentary, N.Y. : Ungar. 2 vols. $12.00. 

Ball, M.O. Subject Headings for the Information File 8th ed. N.Y. : Wilson. 
179p. $3.00. 

Barker, R.E. Books for Al. Paris : UNESCO, 102p. $3.00. 

Barnhart, C.L. ed. New Century Handbook of English Literature. N.Y. 
Appleton. 1167p. $12.00. 

British Union-Catalogue of Periodicals. London: Butterworth’s Scientific 
Publications. vol. 2. $33.20. 

Brown, C.H. Scientific Serials; Characteristics and Lists of Most Cited 
Publications in Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Geology, Physiology, 
Botany, Zoology and Entomology. Chicago: Association of College and 
Reference Libraries. 203p $4.25. 

Carlson, AS. ed. Economic Geography of Industrial Materials. N.Y. : 
Reinhold. 494p; $12.50. 

Carpenter, E.J. comp. An Ecological Glossary. N.Y.: Hafner. 306p, $5.75. 

Carr, HG. ed. Flags of the World. N.Y. : Warne. 296p. 32 full color plates, 
300 line drawings. $10.00. 

Chamber’s Biographical Dictionary. 1956 ed. N.Y.: Macmillan. y. 19, 
1006p. $6.95. 

Clark, W. and A. Guide to Medical Terminology. Philadelphia: F.A. 
J avis. 136p. $1.50. 

Clason, W.E. comp. Elsevier’s Dictionary of Cinema, Sound and Music; in 
six languages. Princeton, N.J. : Van Nostrand. $19 75. 
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1956 - BEST REFERENCE BOOKS on 


Coats A.M. Flowers and Their Histories N.Y. : Pitman. 348p. $7.95. 

Collins, V.H. A Book of English Idioms, with Explanations. N Y. : Long- 
mans. 258p. $2.75. 

Columbia Encyclopedia Supplement of Illustrations, with a Record of 
Events, 195-1956. N.Y. Columbia University Press 96p. $5.00. 

Cook, M.G. The New Library Key N.Y. Wilson. 136p. $1.00. 

Diehl, K.S Religions, Mythologies, Folklores : an Annotated Bibliography. 
New Brunswick, N J. : Scarecrow Press. 315p. $6.50. 

Downs, R.B. Books That Changed the World. Chicago: A.L.A. .200p. 
$2.25. 

Economist (London) American Business Man’s Guide to Britain. N.Y. 
Harcourt. 155p. $3.50. 

Ellis, R. Dictionary of Dietetics. N.Y, Philosuphical Library. 152p. $6.00, 

Encyclopedia of American Associations: A guide to the Trade, Business, 
Professional, Labor, Scientific, | ducational. Fraternal and Social Organi- 
zations of the United States. Detroit: 424 Book Tower, Gale Research 
Co. . 306p. $15. inc. Supp. 

Faverty, F.E,ed. The Victorian Poets; a guide to Research. Cambridge, 
Mass. : 292p. $5.00. 

— V. Encyclopaedia of Morals. N.Y.: Philosophical Library, 692p. 

10.00. 

Field, H, Bibliography on Southwestern Asia. Miami : University of Miami 
Press. . 122p. $6.00 

Forsythe, C.E. Athletic Director’s Handbook; for Athletic Directors and 

| Faculty Managers. Englewood Cliffs, N.J. Prentice-Hall, 426p. $7.50. 

Fortune Magazine. The Mighty Force of Research. N.Y.: McGraw-Hill. 
308p. $4.00. 

Fromme; A. The Parents Handbook. N.Y. : Simon & Scuster 320p. $3.95. 

Gibb, H.A.R. and Kramers, J.H. eds. Shorter Encyclopedia of Islam. 
Ithaca, N.Y. : Cornell University Press. 679p. $12.75. 

agp H. Glossary of the British Flora; 2nd ed. N.Y, Cambridge. 
111p. $3.00. 

Hackert, A.P. 60 Years of Best Sellers. N.Y. : Bowker. $5.00. 

Haden-Guest, S, et al, eds. A World Geography of Forest Resources. N.Y. 
Ronald 750p. $12.50. 

Handbook of Medical Library Practice. 2nd ed. rev. and enl. Comp. by a 
committee of the Medical Library Association, ed. by J. Doe. and ML. 
Marshall. Chicago: A.L.A. 601p. $10.00. 

Harben, P. Cookery Encyclopedia. N.Y. : Philosophical Library. 480p. 
$10.00. ‘ 

Harry, R.G. Cosmetics; their Principles and Practices. N.Y. : Chemical 
Publishing Co. 1186p. $17.00. 

Hart, J.D. Oxford Companion to American Literature; 3rd ed. N.Y. : Oxford. 


\ 890p. $10.00. 
Haskell, A. ed. Ballet Annual 1956. London : Black. 144p. $6 00. 
, Hausdorfer, W. com. Handbook of Commercial, Financial and Information 


Services; 5th ed. N.Y. : Special Libraries Association. 240p. $5.00. 
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Heflin, W.A., ed. The U.S. Air Force Dictionary. Princeton, N J. : Van 
Nostrand. 578p. $4.75. 

Horowitz, 1.A. and Reinfeld, F. The Macmillan Handbook of Chess. N.Y. 
Macmillan. 248p. $4.95. 

International Organizations in the Social Sciences. Paris: UNESCO. 100p. 

The Interpreter’s Bible; vol. 5 and’ v. 6. Nashville: Abingdon Press. 
1142p; 1144p. $8.75. 

Kamekura, Y. Trademarks of the World, N.Y. : Wittenborn. 226p. $9.00. 

Kirk, RE. and Othmer, D.F. Encyclopedia of Chemical Techrology. 
(Waves to Zymosterol). N°Y. : Interscience. v. 15. $30.00. 

Lake, C. and Maillard, R. eds. A Dictionary of Modern Painting. Trans- 
lated from the French by Alan Bird and others. N.Y. : Tudor 328p. $6.50. 

Magill, F.N. Masterpieces of World Literature in Dgest Form; second series. 
N.Y. Harper. $7.50. 

Malkin, S.M. The 1956 AB Bookman’s Yearbook. Newark, N.J, : Antiqua- 
rian Bookman. 500p. $3.00. 

Mandl’s Television Servicing, rev. ed. N.Y. : Macmillan. 460p. $6.50. 
Manley, M.C. Business Information: How to Find and Use It. N.Y.; 
Harper. 1955. 265p. $5.00. : 
Mantinband, 'J.H.. Dictionary of Latin Literature. N.Y. Philosophical 
Library. 303p. $7.50. i 
Maynard, H.B. Industrial Engineering Handbook. N Y. McGraw Hill $12.50. 
Mellan, I. and E. Dictionary of Poisons. N.Y. Philosophical Libsary. 224p. 

$5.00. 

Michels, W.C. International Dictionary of Physics and Electconics. Prince- 
ton, N.J. Van Nostrand, 1002p. $20.00. 

Newman. J.R. World of Mathematics. N.Y.: Simon & Schuster. 4 vols. 
2535p. $20.00, : 

Newmark, M. Dictionary of Spanish Literature. N.Y. ; Philosophical Libra- 
ry. 352p. $7.50. 

Nicholson, M. A Manual of Copyright Practices for Writers, Publishers and 
Agents; 2nd ed. N.Y. Oxford. 283p. $6.50. 

Nifor Guide to Indian Periodicals, 1955-1956. Poona: National Informa- 
tion Service. 386p. Rs. 30/8/-. 

Osborne, A.L.A. Dictionary of English Domestic Architecture. N. Y. : 
Philosophical Library. 1lip. $6.00. 

Philip, G.andSon. The Standard Reference Atlas. London: G. Philip 
& Son. 120p. of maps. 103p, $16 17. 

Pritchard, M.E. A Short Dictionary of Weaving. N.Y.: Philosophical 
Library. 196p. $6.00. 

Public Library Service; a Guide to Evaluation with Minimum Standards. 
Chicago : A.L.A, 68p. $1.50. suppl. 24p. Cost of public library service in 
1956. 65 cents. 

Reinfeld, F. Catalog of the World’s Most Popular Coins. N.Y.: Sterling. 
320p. $5.95. 

Rolt, L T.C. A Picture History of Motoring. N.Y.M acmillan. 160p.- $5.95. 
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Runes, D.D. Treasury of World Literature. N.Y.: Philosophical Library. 
400p. $15.00. 

Sharma, J.S. Mahatma Gandhi; a descriptive bibliography. Delhi: Chand 
and Co. 565p. Rs. 35/-. 

Shepherd, W. Historical Atlas. 8th ed. Pikesville, Md. Colonial Offset Co., 
N.Y. : Barnes and Noble. 115p. 266p of colored maps $12 50. 

Shipley, J.T. Gnide to Great Plays, Washington, D.C.: Public Affairs 
Press. 878p, $10.00. 

Simon, M.J. Law for Advertising and Marketing. N.Y.: Norton. 677p. $10.00 

Snyder, R.M. Measuring Business Changes; a hanbook of significant business 
indicators. N.Y. : Wiley. 399p. $7.95. 
Special Libraries Association. Bibliography of Engineering Abstract Ser- 
vices. ed. by M.Y. Landuyt. N.Y. : (SLA Bibliography No. 1) 37p. $1.50. 
Stevenson, B.E., ed. The Home Book of Quotations. 8th ed. rev. N.Y.: 
Dodd. 2836p. $20 00. 

Stewart, J.R. An Encyclopedia of the Chemical Process Industries. N.Y. : 
Chemical Publishing Co. 820p. $12.00. 

Stoutenburg, J.L. Jr., ed. Dictionary of Arts and Crafts. N.Y. : Philosophical 
Library. 266p. $6.00. 

Strachan, J.F. The Petroleum Refinery Engineer’s Handbook. N.Y. Philoso- 
phical Library. 183p. $15.00. 

Times Atlas of the World, v. 4; Mediterranean and Africa. John Bartholo- 
mew, ed, London : Times Publishing Co. 146p, $25.00. 

Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory. Graves, E.C. ed. N.Y. Bowker. 780p. $22.50. 

U.N, Everyman’s United Nations. N.Y. : Columbia Univ. Press. 444p. $1.50. 

UNESCO. Bibliography of Monolingual Scientific and Technical Glossaries, 
v. 1 : National Standards. N.Y. Columbia Univ. Press. 219p. $2.50. 

UNESCO. Hanbook on The International Exchange of Publications; 2nd rev. 
ed. N.Y. : Columbia Univ. Press. 507p. $8.50. 

Winchell, C.M. Guide to Reference Books, 7th ed.; Supplement 1953-1955. 
Chicago : ALA. 144p. 

Winick, C. Dictionary of Anthropology. N.Y. Philosophical Library. $10.00. 


Yearbook of Modern Nursing, 1956; a source book of nursing. M.C. Gowan, 


ed. N.Y. : Putnam. 446p. $5.95. 

Zafra. U.A. Philippine Economic Handbook. 208p. $7.50. 

Zimmerman, O.T. and Lavine, I. Industrial Research gService’s Conversion 
Factors and Tables, 2nd ed. Dover, N.H. Industrial Research Service. 
523p. $5.00. 





BOOKS FROM THE U.S.A. 


According to the new American monthly publication, ‘Books from 
the U.S.A.’”’, about 10,000 new books and 2,500 new editions were published 
in the U.S.A. duriug 1955. Of these, works of fiction lead with 2,073 
followed by juvenile books with 1,485, religious works (849), biographies 
(833) and science books (801). Fewest books were published _on agriculture 
and gardening (168) and music (103). 
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Book on 1857 Struggle Presented to President : The Centenary celebrations 
of the 1857 struggle began in New Delhion May 10 with a ceremony in 
Rashtrapati Bhawan, when a book entitled ‘1857’’, history of 1857 struggle, 
was presented to the President, Dr. Rajindra Prasad. 


The presentation was made by the Vice-President, Dr. S, Radhakri- 
shnan, who is the President of the Centenary Committee, which is drawing up 
a programme for official celebrations of the centenary in August this year. 


Expressing his thanks for the presentation, Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
said that the 1857 struggle was a memorable one and Indians of the present 
generation should remember it and draw inspiration from it. There had 
been nothing like communal jealousy or conflict. 


The struggle fa iled because of limited loyalties, But what had 
begun in 1857 later gained momemtum under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi. The President asked the people to so hold themselves now as to 
deserve the freedom that had been won. 


Dr. Radhakrishnan said Dr. Sen, the author of the book, had given 
an account which was singuiarly free from passion and prejudice. The 1857 
struggle, the first great challenge to British rule, produced the national 
spirit which a generation later took an organised form and became a mass 
movement. 


“If the political freedom we acquired in August 1957”, Dr. Radha- 
krishnan added, “‘is to endure with a social and economic content, we should 
get rid of the failings in our national character, which have exposed us to 
the invader and the spoiler for centuries’. (See Cover Picture.) 


Trust in Books : The National Book Trust will publish books on both 
classical and contemporary Indian literature, and translations from one Indian 
language to another and into foreign languages. The Trust will also publish 
reproductions of Indian paintings, sculpture and other art treasures. It will 
also assist the publication of significant works by universities and institu- 
tions. 


Mr. C.D. Deshmukh, Chaiman, University Grants Commission, has 
been named to head the Board of Trustees. The members of the Trust 
include : Dr. A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar (Madras University), Mr. H.P. 
Dwivedi (Banaras University), Dr. Mulkk Raj Anand, Mr. P.S. Jayasinghe, 
Mr. K.4. Abbas, Dr. Zakir Hnssain, Mr. D.K. Gupta, Professor Mujeeb, 
Mr. D.G. Tendulkar, Mr. Humayun Kabir and Mr. K.R. Kripalani. 


Delivery of Books to Public Libraries: Thet otal number of books and 
newspapers received by the Public Libraries upto April 30, 1957, under the 
Delivery of Books (Public Libraries) Act; 1954 are : 


National Library, Calcutta 47,298 (Books) 1,490 (Periodicals) 





Central Library, Bombay 19,355 ( ,, ) 85 * 
Connemara Public Library, 

Madras 17,713 - 3,304 os 

84,366 " 4,879 o» 
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India has 6,570 Newspapers : The first Annual Report of the Registrar of 
Newspapers for India discloses that there are 6,570 newspapers, including 
periodicals, in the country and that the largest number of dailies and _per- 
iodicals is in the Hindi language, namely 1,254. 

According to the report, Bombay, with 1,271 newspapers, has the 

largest number in any State; West Bengal comes next with 1,129, followed 
by Uttar Pradesh with 756 and Madras and Delhi with 717 and 560 respec- 
tively. 
Punjab State Library Association, (Jullundur Branch): Mr N.N. Kashyap, 
Commissioner, Jullundur Division, inaugurated the first meeting of the 
Punjab State Library Association, Jullundur Branch and an exhibition of 500 
selected books on World Affairs on July 9, in the Municipal Library, Town 
Hall, Jullundur City. 


Mr. Kashyap in his address pleaded for the spread of common know- 
ledge among people. He said that common kn»wledge was most essential to 
make people politically (‘and otherwise) conscious. Only politically conscious 
people would strengthen democracy in India, he added. 


Earlier, when the meeting started, Mr. S.R. Bhatia, Chairman of the 
Jullundur Branch welcomed the gathering and said that the Punjab State 
Library Association was established in Lahore in 1930 and revived in Simla in 
1948 is an organization of men and women of goodwill, who recognise the place 
of books in their daily lives and seek to spread knowledge amongst the people 
of our State. The Association brings together in mutual fellowships, 
authors, scholars, readers, librarians, bibliographers, publishers and book- 
sellers. We believe that one book read by two people was bond of friendship 
between them. Bv an extension af this principle many books read by many 
were unifying all of them into a willing homogenous society in which every 
member was a sharer of the same intellectual and emotional experiences. 


Mr. Bhatia also disclosed that the 7th Book Festivel which the 
Association is proposing to hold in November 1957 will stimulate interest of 
laymen and women in literature and serve as means of enlarging their 
mental and spiritual horizons by sharing the inspiration of great minds and 
bringing home the company of the immortals. 


Dr. Anand Malik, M.A.,P.G.C.E. (London) of the Govt. Training 
College, Jullundur, gave an interesting talk on ‘Books in a Democratic 
Society. 

Mr. S.S. Bawa, Secretary of the Association thanked the Chief Guest’ 
Mr. Kashyap and the audience and announced that the Association is plann- 
ing to establish a Circulating Library and a cleiring House of information 
about library resources for the benefit of the members and the friends of the 
Association In this c»nnection, the Association, is in correspondence 
with foreign embassies and other institutions 


The major event of this function was that over 200 members and 
guests attended this meeting and seen the exhibition of books' 


World Affairs Center : Facing the United Nations in New York City, 
a unique World Affairs Center is being established by the Foreign 
Policy Association to meet the long felt need for a clearinghouse of informa- 
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tiona bout educational resources and activities concerning international 
relations. Through sight and sound, the Center will provide this. The 
exhibit space will feature integrated displays of prmted materials. Briefing 
sessions for UN visitors, conferences on special subjects and film showings 
will be held in the auditorium. The Center will be administered by Philip 
Woodyatt, Director. Enquiries should be addressed to The World Affairs 
Center, United Nations Plaza at 47th Street, New York 17, N.Y. 


New Institute of Librarianship & Bibliograpy (Moscow): In accordance 
with the instructions of the Minister of Culture of the Russian Soviet Federal 
Socialist Republic, Mrs. T.M. Zueva, a ‘Scientific Research Institute of 
Librarianship and Bibliography’ is being organised in the Lenin State 
Library of the U.S.8S.R in Moscow 


The purpose of the new Institute is to deal with the basic problems 
of librarianship and bibliography by studying and applying the latest 
experience of Soviet and foreign libraries, with a view to improving the 
standard of work in these fields in the U.S S.R.; and to compile a_bibliogra- 
phy of recommended works and general systematic bibliographical aids. 


The Library Association - Annual Conference 1957 


The Annual Conference of the Association is to be held in Harro- 
gate, from the 17th-20th September, 1957, by invitation of the Mayor and 
Corporation of Harrogate. The Conference will meet under the Presidency 
of Dr. J. Bronowski, M.A., and it is hoped that there will bea large atten- 
dance of members. 


The Proceedings will be opened by the Mayor of Harrogate on 
Tuesday morning, in the Royal Hall. when Dr. J. Bronowski will deliver 
his Presidential Address. 


There will be no general Conference theme, but the four main 
sessions, which will be held in the Royal Hall, will be as follows :- 


Wednesday morning : Education for librarianship and professional status: 
retrospect and forecast by Mr. J.C. Harrison. 

Thursday morning : University library development, by Mr. B.S. 
Page. 

Thursday afternoon : Duties of the Public Library Committee and its 
Chairman, by Dr. W.B. Inglis. 

Friday morning : Problems in small library areas, by Mr. F.G B. 
Hutchings. 


The Annual Lecture will be delivered on Wednesday evening in the 
Royal Hall, by Dr. Lawrence Clark Powell, Librarian of the University of 
California at Los Angeles. 


Five Million Doliars for Library Research 


In America, the Ford Foundation ( a huge fund given by the Ford 
motor empire in 1936 ‘‘to advance the welfare of humanity’) has granted 
five million dollars to finance a five-year period of research ‘‘to assist in 
the solution of the problems of libraries generally, but more specially of the 
problems of research libraries”. A Council on Library Resources under the 
direction of Verner Clapp, formerly Chief Assistant of the Library of 
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Congress, will organise the research work. In the printed statement which 
accompanied the announcement of the grant, the Council recounts the 
present-day dilemma when “libraries, as channels of communication, are 
threatened with being glutted t» the point of ineffectiveness by the very 
quantity of the information waich taey should transmit’; when “literature - 
searching in the United States alone has been estimated to cost $3.00 
millions a year’’. 

It is intended that research will be concentrated on the following 
four topics : 


1, Development of applications of scientific techniques and mechani- 
sms to library procedures, with a view to improving the utilization 
of available library resources, expedit:ng and otherwise improving 
service, providing more effective use of space and staff, and reduc- 
ing costs. 

2. Extension of inte1-library co-operation in selectivity, specialization, 
sharing responsibilities, contributing to common resources etc. 

3. Promotion of developments to enable libraries of educational insti- 
tutions to give better attention to the needs both of research and 
undergraduate education. 

4. Promotion of liaison and co-operation with foreign libraries and 
archives to the end of assisting scholarship through the free inter- 
national availability of library resources, and of- contributing to 
the improvement of library services and the reduction of library costs 
(e.g., through international standardization of library procedures). 


Research may not be carried out solely by the Council’s staff; there 
will be grants for approved work by outside bodies and by the placing of 
contracts. Grants will also be made for mounting projects, Mr. Clapp 
writes: ‘The Council is receiving initial proposals for support of research 
and development projects and is formulating a program, These proposals 
will be considered at its Spring meeting’. (The address of the Council is 
1025 Connecticut Avenue, Washington 6 D.C.) 

— D.R. Jamieson 
( — Liaison : Library Association News-Sheet, May 1957) 


News From’ Libraries 


Mr. R.L. Mittal, B.A. (Hons), Diploma in Library Science took 
over recently (June 3, 1957) as Librarian, Government Training College for 
Teachers, Jullundur City. Mr. Mittal was formerly Librarian of the Patiala 
Union Public Library, Sangrur. 


Mr. R.K. Goel, M.A., formerly Librarian of the Government 
College for Women, Patiala has been appointed as the Librarian of District 
Library, Jullundur. Mr. Goel has had considerable experience in iibrary 
work in Patiala and we hope he will make the District Library quite useful 
and popular amongst the citizens of the District of Jullundur. 


Miss Kamla Arora, M.A. recentl y received her Diplomain Library 
Science from Banaras Hindu University, Banaras, was appointed Deputy 
Librarian of the District Library, Jullundur. 
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‘The struggle for existence among books is nowadays as severe as 
among men’. —GEORGE GISSING : New Grub Street, 1891. 








India and China, by Sardar K.M. Panikkar. Bombay : 
Asia Publishing House. 1957. 107p. Rs. 4.75. 


Sardar Panikkar is our Country’s historian, writer-statesman who is 
very much respected for his views. This book carries the impress of his: fine 
work done in China as India’s ambassador. Through it he wants to further 
strengthen our relations with Chma. In this respect he succeeds to a great 
extent. Though there lies ‘‘a continent of plateaus” between the two 
countries the learned author tells us that they are still close to each other. 


Describing the route to India from China, Sardar Panikkar explains 
how Indian culture was accepted by the Kingdoms which once flourished 
along this route and how the people’s language was based on Sanskrit for 
nearly eight centuries the Kushans occupied Bactriana and extended their 
sway far and near. The borderlands had the impact of Indian culture. The 
missionaries of Asoka penetrated to the Chinese capital. Buddhism reached 
China through this country. In the early centuries of the Christian era, 
Chinese trade with India particularly with the South, assumed considerable 
proportions. The first Indian settlement in the area of Indo-China was 
established before the beginning of this era. The Empire of Sri Vijaya 
maintained Sino-Indian relationship. There were diplomatic relations of 
South Indian States with China. Cheng Ho’s expeditions, consisting of 62 
vessels and 37;000 soldiers, came to the Indian Ocean. With the arrival of 
the Portuguese, however, the sea route was closed to Indian, Arab and 
Chinese vessels. These and many other fairly important facts are told by 
Sardar Panikkar in this book. 


_ In the second part the author tells us how between the 5th and 10th 
centuries the exchange between India and China in the cultural field assum- 
ed extraordinary proportions, through the laid routes. Indian scholars and 
thinkers, like Kumarajiva, Dharma Kshema Paramartha, Bodhi Dharma, 
Vajrabodhi, Padma Sembhava. Asanga and Vasu Randhu reached China and 
spread Indian culture. Similarly, Sardar Panikkar explains how Chinese 
pilgrims and scholars visited India. 


_ In the third part, the author examines the character and the extent 
of Indian influence on China. In the economic and material field it is 
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possible to trace such influence even now, he says, and asks Indian and 
Chinese scholars to study seriously the subject of Chinese influences on India. 
which has so far remained neglected by them However, he holds the view 
— and rightly too — that “intimate religious, cultural and social relations 
existed between two major civilizations of Asia for a period of nearly fifteen 
hundred years, 


By writing this book Sardar Panikkar has done commendable service 
to the cause of peace and understanding between neighbours in Asia. It 
reads like a well-woven story. The author has marshalled facts well and 
presented them in a most interesting and scholarly manner. It is a book for 
those who want good relations between india and China. 


A Short History of Akbar the Great, by Dr. A.L, Srivastava. 
Agra : Shiva Lal Agarwala & Co. Private Ltd. 1957. 175p. Rs. 3/8/-. 


Any good history written on the greatest Mughal Emperor of India 
... Akbar ... is sure to be welcomed in this country. Dr. Srivastava’s effort 
to retell that history is welcome for the reason that it brings home to us 
new facts and throws a new light on the old, It is at places different from 
that of the famous historian V.A. Smith who has so far held the ground. 
Written in simple style it reads like an excellent story. 


The seven chapters trace his birth in difficult circumstances, his 
early growth as a prince and statesman, his conquests and annexations, his 
religious policy, administration, personality and character and social, 
cultural and economic institutions set up by him. 


Behind the book is the author’s rich experience as a teacher of 
History and study of contemporary sources in Persian and other languages. 


We are glad to find that, here or there, he corrects the impressions 
erroneously created by V.A. Smith regarding Akbar’sreforms. For instance, 
Smith thought that Akbar’s attempt to create a common nationality was 
unreal and useless. The author feels that the reform had proved efficacious. 
Akbar’s Court turned out to be a centre of learning and art. Whatever may 
be the view Indian historian’s courage to differ from foreigners in interpreting 
historical facts will always be appreciated. 


The author critically examines the ‘‘charges’” made against Akbar 
and refutes them one by one, But, at thesame time he does not mince 
matters. He boldly says that “‘the imperial service was organised on burea- 
ucratict principles. There was little specialisation of appointments. The 
Mughal public service suffered from certain defects. ‘He, however, main- 
tains his thesis that Akbar held ‘‘a high place among the rulers of mankind’”’, 
(P. 192). 


The author has collected facts weil. We strongly commend the 
book to students of Mughal History. 


History & Administration of the North-Western Provinces 
(1803 - 1858), by Dharma Bhanu; with a Foreword by Sir Jadunath Sarkar. 
Agra : Shiva Lal Agarwala & Co. Private Ltd, 1957. 426p. Rs. 15/-. 


This is a critical history of Britisn rule in the Agra Province from 
1803 eo 1858 or, as the author says, a history of the modern Uttar Pradesh 
(U.P.) minus the independent principality of Awadh dnring the period 
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mentioned above. It tells us how Agra grew into a large town with royal 
palaces and stately buildings, how scholars and artists flocked to it, and how 
it ceased to be the capital of the empire. The early history of the Agra 
Province (in the 19th century) is pieced together out of a mass of facts; it is 
very imposing indeed. We are told the Maratha rule over Agra lasted for 
about 18 years. The East India Company faced dacoits and rebels in the 
area of the Doab but it restored law and order and reformed the administra- 
tion and revenue, justice, police and prisons in the transition period, 1803 - 
1833 It is interesting to note that it was Sir Charles Napier who made the 
police a separate and self-contained organisation in 1843 and his “Irish 
Constabulary model” was copied by many provinces. 


The third chapter deals with the formation of the Agra Province 
— its birth, acquisitions by conquests and by the Moctrine of Lapse and 
due to mis-Government. The next two chapters explaix how it grew into a 
separate administrative unit between 1834 and 1836, and how the adminis- 
tration was reorganised from 1836 to 1858. Separate chapters on revenue 
administration, administration of Justice, police and prisons, public welfare 
activities, education and economic life of the people follow. These are 
highly informative and revealing. The history of the province is brought up 
to 1950 in a rapid survey in the + pilogue. 


Some of the facts maintained by the learned author have been 
culled from different difficult sources and are refreshing. One wishes that 
dinner parties where ‘‘eight guests were served by 23 servants” were availab'e 
now. Weare told that ‘‘a pound of good mutton costs only one ana, a 
pound of table rice half an anna, a seer of fresh milk one anna,a pound of 
butter four annas, a seer of potatoes half anna’”’. A cultivator could purchhase 
both the plough and the oxen for ten ruppes Tnese and many other facts 
are given in the book. 


The book is a clear and well-balanced narrative, We have a welcoine 
change from the well-worn and formal racitals of dates and names which 
have passed hitherto for history of the Agra Province. 


Summer Migrants, prepared by P,E Brown, Secretary of the 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, and is produced in association 
with the Society. Full Colour photographs by Eric Hosking. London : 
Educational Productions Ltd. 1957. 32p. (plus 4 sheets of Poster Stamps). 
3sh. 6d, (Distributors in India : Blackie & Son (India) Ltd , Bhatia Mitra 
Mandal Bhuvan, Fort Street, Bombay) 


This is a beautifully written and produced booklet on thirty - two 
birds in Britain which move away from their breeding grounds in autumn and 
return to them in spring. The photographs are by Erick Hosking who is 
considered ‘“‘one of the world’s leading bird-photographers”. The selection 
in full colours at once attracts the young reader, particularly children. 


In the introduction the author tells us why the birds migrate and 
how the interesting facror of day-length in relation to breeding has been the 
subject of much ornithological research. He, in fact, details and examines 
al] the factors which influence the huge northward migration in spring. He 
tells the reader how ringing has helped to find out the age of birds, some of 
whom migrate only by day and others only by night. The author explains 
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that “little or nothing is known about the food of birds” and that ‘‘the prob- 
lems and puzzles are almost innumerable’. 


Each illustration carries an explanatory note on the bird, its impor- 
tance, its female partner, its place of nesting, its preferences and its warbl- 
ings. The Nightingale is surely the most celebrated of all British birds, the 
author says. He reveals the fact that Nightingales in Britain stop singing 
before the middle of the Summer. Many more interesting facts follow. 


; This is undoubtedly an indispensable booklet for those children who 
are interested in birds. It helps them to acquire very useful knowledge 
about different species. 


Ski-ing : Published in collaboration with the Ski Club of Great 
Britain. London : Educational Productions Ltd. 1956. 32p. (over 30 illus- 
trations), 2sh. 6d. net, (Distributors in Iadia: Blackie & Son (India) Ltd., 
Bombay). 


This is another very well illustrated booklet published by the 
Educational Productions, Ltd., and we welc »me it for Indian readers. It 
covers all what lovers of Ski-ing in this country need. It explains what 
type of preliminary training, clothing and equipment are required, what 
type of elementary technique is needed and how inore advanced runs and 
turns are to be resorted to. The reader is told about types of Ski-ing, suiow, 
avalanches, season, Skiway Code for Skiers, the Ski Club (and other clubs) 
of Great Britain and Ski-ing in the United Kingdom. 


The historical growth of Ski-ing is given in the Foreword and then 
follow the illustrations with explanatory notes. 


We are sure this booklet will soon be popular with young Skiers 
in this country. 


The Treatment of Special Material in Libraries, by Robert L. 
Collison; With a Foreword by Dr. R.S. Schultze. London: ASLIB, 1957. 
104p. 12s. 6d. net. 


Special material, like photographs, films, sound records and micro- 
films, etc., have begun to play a very important part in our libraries. These 
require special handling, preservation, cataloguing and presentation. The 
book under review tells us how to do it and how to ensure the maximum 
use of the material with “the utmost economy of records and routine consis- 
tent with efficiency’. 


The learned author explains the general principles in the first five 
pages and then takes up illustrative materials ... collections of illustrations 
and illustrations in books, in bound volumes of’ periodicals, or in files of 
correspondents, reports, etc. He tells us dow to index them, how to give 
subject-headings, how to mount them and what type of storage equipment 
to use. The treatment of lantern slides, he says, differs in their filing. 
Negatives, he warns, suffer from handling and from variations in humidity 
and te uperature. To counteract these factors he recommends transparent 
plastic film envelopes or open manila envelopes in steel cabinets in an air- 
conditioned room. 


The chapters on business archives, the preservation of microfilms 
gramophone records are very revealing. The paper on the storage of news- 
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papers and periodicals will be read with advantage. But more so the pages 
on clipping and indexing oi news-items, cataloguing and classifying of pam- 
phlets, collection of trade catalogues, maps and atlases. The place of films 
in a library occupies the last chapter where the guidance given by the 
author is extremely useful. At the end of each chapter is mentioned the 
literature on the subject. 


Indian librarians are sure to welcome this book for the reason that 
it breaks new gronnd. The author’s clarity of thought and simple style are 
its main attractions. The manual is highly informative and illustrated. 


United States Influence on Norwegian Librarianship. 1890-1940, 
by J. Periam Danton. Berkeley 4, California: University of California 
Press. 1957. 9lp $2.00. 


This stud y explains how Norwegian librarianship developed between 
1890 and 1940 and how the ‘‘American Library Revolution’ affected and 
influenced it, or in other words modernised it. It describes the causes, 
nature, extent and effect of the influence and tells us how American library 
philosophy and practice were ultimately adopted. The author, however. 
confines himself to school and popular or public libraries. 


The book takes us through the history of the library movement in 
Norway and unfolds the contribution made by two Norwegians Hahs Tambs 
Lyche and Haakon Nyhuus “to the development of library service and 
practice in the country’. The story of education of Norwegian students in 
American library schools is told and the development of ‘modern’ classifi- 
cation schemes, the impact of the concept of free library service, the promo- 
tlon of libearies and wider library service by State, local or regional agen- 
cies’, the influence of American architecture on library buildings and of the 
American system of education on Norway are explained in different chapters. 
The summary, causes and conclusions are given in the last few pages. 


The reader is convinced that ‘‘the American library revolution of 
the latter part of the nineteénth century enormously influenced Norwegian 
librarianship add was, in fact, almost bodily transplanted across the Atlan- 
tic’. The influence was healthy and instrumental in popularising the 
library movement in Norway as in the adjoining countries. The book is 
well-written and objective. 


The Illustration of Children’s Books, Sy Charles H. Morris. 
(Library Association Pamphlet No. 16). Loadon: The Library Associa- 
tion. 1957. 18p, 3s. 6d. (2s 34. to members) 


This pamphlet traces the historp of children’s book illustration in 
Britain, describes the process used for producing the pictures and gives at 
the end a select bibliography mentioning books ‘‘which reproduce a large 
number of illustrations’. [t is revealing to know that the first. picture 
book for children was compiled by a Moravian, John Amos Comenius who 
contended that “pictures are the most intelligible books that children can 
look upon.” The reader is told what kind of pictures appeal to children 
and why. The illustrations, the author says, should tell the story, the 
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- illuminate and emphasize events in the text, ‘The text and the illustra- 
tions must be complementarv”. For younger children the pictures must 
“flow”. Atthe beginning of his reading life the child requires picture 
books, 


The pamphlet affords a very interesting reading. 


Recent Developments in Maternity & Child Welfare Services in 
India, by Dr. Saryu Bhatia. Bangalore: The Indian Institute of Culture. 
1956. 12p. Re. 1. (Transaction No. 27) 


This pamphlet embodies the lecture delivered by Dr. Saryu Bhatia. 
Adviser in Maternity and Child Welfare to the Directorate of Health Services 
of the Government of India at the Indian Institute of Culture, Basavangudi, 
Bangalore last year. She explains what the Government and the voluntary 
organisations have been doing to promote maternity aad Child Welfare 
Services. She goes back to 1902 when ‘‘an all-India campaign was launched”’ 
for the cure of mothers and referes to the efforts made in 1921 and 1938. 
She feels that ‘‘in the past the direct services for children were unrelated 
to other health programmes” but is of the opinion that ‘‘in recent years 
the States have assumed greater responsibility”, with substantiaf financial 
help from the Centre. The services for mothers and children have been 
almost trebled as a result, she says. The concept of maternity and child 
welfare is gradually changing. The W.H.O, the UNICEF and the Colombo 
Plan have been most helpful. The Second Five-Year Plan provides funds 
to States on a sliding scale for training 1800 health visitors, 6,000 midwives 
and 25,000 auxiliary workers. She urges research work and close co-operation 
between the various departments of the Central Government, the State Gov- 
ernments and the voluntary organisations. 


The pamphlet throws enough light on the problem of maternity and 
child welfare and is sure to be read with advantage by those who are inter- 
ested in a solution of the problem. 


Gautama Buddha— The Incomparable Physician, hy Major - 
General S.L. Bhatia. Bangalore: The Indian Institute of Culture. 1956. 
12p. Re. 1/-. (Transaction No. 26). 


This is also a lecture given by the learned author, an eminent 
physician on May 24, at the special meeting with which the Institute’s 
Buddha Week closed. He feels that ‘‘as a healer ot human ailments Buddha 
was incomparable’. ‘‘The fundamental emphasis in his teachings was on 
treating all life with respect and having compassion for all living things — 
doctrines which are the very foundations of the art and science of medicines’’. 
Major-General Bhatia explained what suffering or Dukkha in Buddhism is. 
He quotes from the Light of Asia and tells us how the Buddha visited and 
tended the sick and with his comforting words healed the ailments. The 
four Noble Truths and the Noble Eightfold Path are capable of universal 
application, he says. ‘There is need to go back to the Buddha’ and follow 
his ‘‘message to humanity”. The pamphlet is written well and is highly 
readable. Our surprise is that the eminent physician has been converted 
to a new mode of thinking. 
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Library Literature You Should Know About 


Library Manual : A Study-work manual of] essons on the use uf books 
and libraries, by Marie A. Toser. 5th ed. N.Y.: Wilson. 70c. 

Notes on Cataloguing Books in certain foreign languages, edited by Mary 
Piggott. (Library Association Pamphlet No. 15). 

Public Library Service: A Guide to evaluation, with minimum standards, 
Prepared by American Library Association. 

Selected list of Standard British Scientific and Technical Books, edited 
by L.J. Anthony. 5th ed. As/id. 10s, 

be — in High School Teaching, by Martin Rossoff. N.¥.: Wélson. 

The Medieval Library, by James Westfall Thompson. N.Y.: Hafner. $12.50. 

The New Library Key, by Margaret G. Cook. N Y. : Wilson. $1.00. 

The Treatment of Special Material in Libraries, by Robert L. Collison. 
Aslib, 12s. 6d. net. 

United States Influence on Norwegian Librarianship, 1890-1940 by 
J. — Danton. Berkeley 4, Californa: University of California Press. 
$2.00. 














FICTIONS FROM THE SOVIET UNION 


The Cossacks —by L. Tolstoy Rs. 1.50 
Poor Folk —Fyodor Dostoyevsky Rs. 1.25 
A Hero of Our Time —by M. Lermontov Rs. 1.87 
A story about a Real Man —by B. Polevoi Rs. 2.62 
Alitet Goes to the Hills © —by T. Syomushkin Rs. 2.25 
Far From Moscow —Y. Azhayev Rs, 4.50 
No Ordinary Summet —Konstantin Fedin Rs. 4.12 
Early Joys | —Konstantin Fedin Rs. 1.87 
Those Who Seek —by D. Granin Rs. 2.75 
Springtime in Saken —by G. Gulia Rs. 0.94 
Ivan Ivanovich —by A. Kopotayeva Rs, 2.25 
Harvest —by Galina Nikoloyeva Rs, 2.25 


Postage Extra. 


Available with : 


People’s Publishing House (Private) Ltd., 
6/4, Asaf Ali Road, New Delhi. 


Punjab Book Centre, 
Post Office Road, Jullundur City. 


Vo Mezhdunarodnaja Kniga, Moscow 200, USSR 








Please Mention JNDIAN LIBRARIAN when writing to Advertisers 
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BOOKS IN REVIEW 


Our Common Neurosis: Notes on a Group Experiment, by 
Charles B. Thompson, and Alfreda P. Sill; Foreword by Trigant Burrow. 
New York : Exposition Press. 210p. $3.50. 


Many a psychologist have examined behaviour aberrations, mental 
and emotional inbalances and the symptomatology of the neurotic or psy- 
chotic patient and formulated their own theories. The authors do not tread 
the beaten track. They analyse not only the behaviour of the individual in 
the group but also the group towards the group and larger aggregates — 
political parties, racial, religious and national configurations - towards one 
another They find that “man has a deeper, more cohesive and cooperative 
pattern of behaviour, a pattern which can be reactivated as a positive force 
in man’s international life’. Dr. Burrow, in the Foreword, rightly feels that 
theic is ‘‘a unique endeavour in social integration’. Whatever may be the 
view the authors’ attempt is most dignified as well as scientific. They 
really, like Dr. Burrow — the pioneer in the field — join in ‘‘a common 
effort to put before the social community need for an adjustment...” 


In the first chapter the authors explain the need of a science of 
human behaviour ... “thoroughly radical thesis of phylobiology”. The 
second chapter is devoted to group analysis ... the group taken as an orga- 
nismic unit The third chapter examines the affect or emotional bias, the 
necessity of self-enquiry, of freeing man from the affect ... impedimenta. 
In the fourth chapter social conditioning is analysed. We agree with the 
authors that “a social disorder that is systemic can be remedied only 
through measures directed towards the social system’’. The pages on the 
social neurosis and the social image, that follow, attract the reader much. 
The broad social involvement of disharmonies and disorders of the social 
mind are recognised and the biased image of the “‘I’’ which is the centre of 
our emotionai lite, is exposed. It is stressed that “it will no longer be 
possible for man to evade his obligation to see life steadily and to see it 
whole’. there is a special chapter on the ‘I’ - persona followed by 
another on ‘‘man as a unitary organism’. The authors feel that ‘there 
exists a constructive force within man the power of which greatly exceeds 
his individualistic strivings’’ and that ‘‘the behaviour of the individual can 
be sane and effective only when it is in accord with his biosocial principle’. 
The last chapter on “technical patterns and man’s behaviour”’ is, in fact, a 
good warning : ‘that we face the human problem as a problem internal to 
ourselves as a race or species,”’ 


The book is a very pleasant reading. It is both revealing and 
interesting. 








“Writing a book is an adventure; to begin with it is a 
toy, then amusement, then it becomes a mistress, then it 
becomes a master, and then it becomes a tyrant, and the last 
phase is that just as you are about to be reconciled to your 
servitude, you will kill the monster and strew him about to the 
pnblic’”’. — Sir Winston S, Churchill, 
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| Epicf Reviews 


Books for Asian Children, a selective list of publications from 
world literature suitable for use in Asia, in the original, in translation or 
in adaptation, by Shakuntala Bhatawdekar. Paris : Unesco. 1956. 77p. 


This annotated list of about 500 books is intended primarily as a 
basic buying guide to foreign children’s books for Asian public and school 
libraries, It should also be of considerable use to teachers and will, it is 
hoped, assist Asian yovernments and publishers in selecting publications to 
be translated or adapted. This publication was prepared in response to a 
recommendation made by the Unesco Seminar on Public Library Develop- 
ment in Asia held in Delhi in October, 1955. The Seminar stressed the need 
for such a list in view of the shortage of suitable books for children in many 
Asian countries. 


The compiler Mrs. Shakuntala Bhatawdekar, was formerly Children’s 
Librarian of the Delhi Public Library, Delhi, a pilot project established by 
the Gavernment of India and Unesco, and tnore recently a member of the 
staff of the Borough of Leyton Public Library in London. 


Aslib Year Book 1956-1957. London: Aslib, 4 Palace Gate. 1956. 
172p. 12. 6d. (10sh. to members). 


This valuable reference book not only contains lists of the officers of 
Aslib, members of Council the full list of members with classified index to 
corporate members, together with the annual report and other features of 
interest to members, but also much practical information of value to all 
special librarians and information officers. It also include a select reading 
list, names and addresses of national and international organizations concer- 
ned with special librarianship and information work, and an index of suppli- 
ers of library equipment and services. 


Vacations Abroad, Vol. IX, 1957. Paris: Unesco. 1957. 195p. 
$1.00. or 5sh. 


This 1957 edition of annual handbook offers a wide selection of 
educational activities of interest to persons intending to go abroad for their 
vacations. These include vacation courses, study tours, hostels, holiday 
camps and centres, work camps. As far as possible, exact information is 
given concerning dates, places, subjects of study and cost. In cases where 
the organizations concerned were unable to provide such -details far enough 
in advance, a general statement of aims and activities is given, together 
with the address from which more detailed information can be obtained. 


JUNE 1957 45 








BOOKS IN REVIEW 


The handbook gives details in English, French or Spanish of over 
1,000 courses. There is also a section on vacation scholarships open to 
participants in summer schools. 


Africa South of the Sahara; a Selected, Annotated List of Writings, 
1951 - 1956 Compiled hy Helen F, Conover. Washington : Library of 
Congress. 1957. vii, 269p $2.00. 


This comprehensive bibliography contains 616 numbered and anno- 
tated entries and extended notes that refer to about 400 additional titles. 
The references are listed primarily in geographical sequence, with some sub- 
divisions calling attention to subjects of special interest. It is the first of 
two volumes which will bring up to date Introduction to Africa, the reading 
guide that was published in 1952. The present volume, limited to Africa 
south of the Sahara, and a Jater volume to be devoted to North and North- 
east Africa, including the Sudan, Ethiopia, and Somaliland. It is addressed 
both to the layman and to the student of trends which have come to the 
fore in the rapidly changing continent of Africa — nationalism, advance 
toward political rights and industrialization with its concomitants of urbani- 
zation and the breakup of tribal life. 


Checklist of Hearings before Congressional Committees Through 
the Sixty-Seventh Congress. Part IV. Compiled by Harold O. Thomen. 
Washington: Library of Congress. 1957. vii, 122p, $1.00, 


This checklist which jis planned to cover all the committees of bot!: 
Houses of Congress f »r the period before the 68th Congress. The first three 
covered the House Committee on Agriculture through the House Committee 
on Coinaze, Weights, and Measures. This part covers the House Committee 
on the District of Columbia through the House Committee on Industrial Arts 
and Expositions. It is an attempt to supply as complete a record as_possi- 
ble of Hearings for the period; as far as possible, a location or source fcr 
title is given. Book numbers are supplied for those in the Library of 
Congress, and National Union Catalog symbols indicate location in other 
libraries. 


Unesco. Book Production 1937-1954 and Translations 1950-1954. 
Paris: Unesco. 1956. 83p. $0 40. or 2sh. (Statistical reports and studies, 2.) 


This report has four chapters. The first deals with the problem of 
standardization of national book production statistics. The 2nd and 3rd 
contain brief analysis and explanations of these statistics for the years 
1937-1954, and of the statistics for translations for the period 1950-1954, 
Chapter 4 reproduces the information available to Unesco’s Statistics Division 
on the organization and content of national hook production statistics and 
the definitions and classifications used in them; this material is intended to 
clarify and supplement the statistical tables and to make it easier to compare 
the data from different countries. An appendix gives a list of subjects 
according to UDC categories. 
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Thirteenth Year 


Good Parents Group 
Population Essay Contest 


1958 
Prize Rs. 700/-. 


The Contest is designed to deepen friendship among 
Indians and will give opportunity to young writers who show 
ability in discussing the population problem. The 
prize-winning ESSAY must NOT be more than five thousand 
words type-written on one side of the paper only. It should be 
written in ENGLISH or HINDI. Two typed copies should be 
submitted by May 30th, 1958. For the list of topics and 
further information. please address: 


THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN, 
233, Model Town, Jullundur City. 


Gandhi Marg 


An international journal of Gandhian thought published by the Gandhi 
National Memorial Trust. 





The only quarterly of its kind in existence - non-sectarian, open forum for 
constructive discussion and ‘debate - devoted to the objective study of. 
Gandhi : his life, his ideas and his work. 


Contributors to the first two numbers include : 


Horace Alexander Roy Walker 
Pattabhi Sitaramayya Richard Gregg 
Reginald Reynolds Arthur Morgan 
Wilfred Wellock Kaka Kalelkar 
Bharatan Kumarappa H.S.L. Polak 
Clare Sheridan R.C. Zaehner 
Maganbhai Desai Ethel Mannin 





nominal subscription 
English Edition : Rs 5 a year. Hindi Edition : Rs 2 a year 
Four issues a year : Jan, Apr, Jul, Oct. 





Contributions of a constructive turn, not more than 2000 words in length, 
on any Gandhian or related theme are invited. All contributions are paid 
for on acceptanca. 


Gandhi Smarak Nidhi 
Mani Bhuvan 19 Laburnum Road, Bombay 7 


FOUR FBTR TOR FOE FOLIO FEVBR TER FQ IGE 3 
Please Mention INDIAN LIBRARIAN when writing to Advertisers 
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Zz lmstrips 


Indian Union Land and People 


Black and white. 47 frames (single) Cat. Ref. 5061 
Vincent van Gogh 
Colour, 34 frames. _ Cat. Ref. No, $218c 


Everyday Life in the 
Amazon Lowlands 


Colour. 27 frames. ‘i Cat. Ref. No. 6202 
Julius Caesar 

Colour. 25 frames. - Cat. Ref. No. 6239c 
How Man Began 

Colour. 34 frames, A Cat. Ref. No. 6200 


Production and Distribution : Educational Productions Ltd., 


East Ardslev - Wakefield - Yorkshire. (India - Available through Messrs. 
National Education and Information Films Ltd., National House, Tulloch 
Road, Apollo Bundh Bombay 1.) 


1. 





This strip illustrates Indian scenery and Indian views of life ia torty - 
seven frames The pictures illustrate typical views of the Himalayan 
foothills, the Ganges Plain and Peninsular India. * There are six maps 
indicating relief, population, and regions. it has been attempted to 
depict the impact of new ideas upon the older pattern of Indian life All 
the pictures are clearly reprodoced and_ well-known. The teachers’ notes 
are by Eila M.J. Campbell, M.A ,F.R.G.S.. In our opinion this strip 1s 
a must for every filmstrip library in India and other Asiatic countries. 
Price 15s. 0d. each. 


This is the story of a famous artist in 34 frames. The paintings in this 
strip are gems of beauty and full of details that are of a general interest 
to the lovers of art, and also enabling them to study life and customs 
throughout the ages, Most of these were painted in the last ten years 
of his life and his work is now recognised as being the forerunner of much 
of the contemporary painting of today. The captions are clear, and the 
teachers’ notes are kept simple and concise. Price 27/6 each. 


This strip consist of twenty-seven colour frames compiled with a view to 
the teaching of Geography in primary schools as well as in secondary 
schools and are concerned therefore with the simple portrayal of the way 
of life in Amazon Lowlands. Nevertheless the facts appear, inasmuch 
as the geographical reasons for the way in which people live are presen- 
ted, as part of the whole and each frame is designed to make a positive 
statement concerning the people of the area and to stimulate the children 
to discovery and further thought. Frames 1 to 6 show Brazil nuts, 
Gaston, a Brazil nut collector, his house, children and their friends, the 
village - riverside houses stilts and one of Gaston’s children catches the 
dinner. Frame 7 shows the map - the sea route Liverpool to Manaus 
1,000 miles up the A.nazon ... Gaston’s home. Frames 8 to 27, show 
collecting and splitting pods, transport, shopping, loading for exporting 
and the river market and shopping in Manaus The notes by C.M. 
Barrett, B.Sc., are very good, giving a detailed description of each frame 
shown. Price 25sh. each. 
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FILMSTRIPS IN REVIEW 


4. This filmstrip tells the drama of Julius Caesar, by William Shakespeare 
in 25 colour frames. In his Foreword, Mr. K.J. Tytler wiites: ‘‘Again 
and again the photographs were fitted to this or that portion of the 
text which seemed most appropriate, meanings of words studied to see 
if they matched the mood in the face of the artist. Sometimes it was 
reversed to see whether or not the emotion in the artist’s face matched 
for words. All this was gladly done that full justice might be given to 
Shakespeare’. ‘Although Antony is mentioned earlier, he is not brought 
in until the tenth frame, which is really where he began to emerge, it 
seems, from the wings. The two women follow to make their last 
appearance in the tragedy; each fearing for the safety of the man she 
loves, and each troubled by the unknown forces brought into play, against 
which all that love appears to be powerless”. ‘‘All the most. essential 
dialogue is covered’’. 


Frame 1 show the scene, a public place and the remaining 24 frames 
illustrate the action of the play, its characterisation, production and 
settings etc. This is a well devised str p, which could be used for class - 
room reading of the play. Desmond Tripp has photographed this great 
play brilliantly. The notes are adequate. Price 27 6. each. 


5. This strip consists of 34 frames in colour, consisting of four sections : 
(1) man the food gatherer and hunter; (2) man the farmer; (3) the birth 
of Mediterranean civilisation; (4) natural power. Itis the aim of this 
filmstrip to illustrate the story of early man, the first discoveries ... how 
to light a fire, to chip flint stones to make weapons, to grow and cook 
food, use of skins, herding etc. The strip is accurate and its presenta- 
tion is stimulating. The technical quality is high and the teaching 
notes by P.B. Redmayne are excellent and weli set out. It is quite 
suitable for Higher Secondary Schools in India, Pakistan, Burma and 
Ceylon. Price 25sh, each. 





Messrs. Educational Productions Ltd., of East Ardsley, 
Wakefield, England, have recently announced details of 
a free Dua! Preview Service designed to assist those who use 
educational filmstrips. This service offers the user the oppor- 
tunity of seeing any selection of strips for a period of seven 
days entirely free of charge and without obligation to purchase; 
thus enabling him to select exactly what he requires. It is 
available to all educational authorities and schools throughout 
the world. 


E.P’s list of titles numbers cver 450, and covets a 
wide variety of subjects at different teaching levels. Many of 
the strips are in full colour. The 1957 catalogue and iull 
details of the Preview system are.available on request from the 
publishers.) 
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Books And Filmstrips Received 


A Guide to Bibliographic tools for Research in Foreign Affairs, Compiled 
by Helen F Conover, Washington: Library of Congress. 1956. 145p, $1.10. 

Book production 1937 - 1954 and Translations 1950-1954. Paris: Unesco, 
83p 2sh. 

Chanakya and the Arthasastra, by Somnath Mhar. (Transaction No. 28) 
Bangalore : The Indian Institute of World Culture. 1957. 16p. Rs. 1.50 np, 

Checklist of Hearings before Congressional Committees through the 
Sixty-seventh Congress. Part I1V., Compiled by Harold O. Thomen. 
Washington: Library of Congress. 1957. 122p. $1.00. 

Economics in Modern Sweden. by Karl-Gustav Landgren, translation by Paul 
Gekker. Washington: Library of Congress (Reference Department). 1956. 
117p. $1.00. 

Education, Clearing Houses and Documentations Centres: A Preliminary 
International Survey (Educational Studies & Documents No. 22). Paris: 
Unesco, 1957. 65p. 2sh. 

Equities, by Lila Ray. Bangalore: The Indian Institute of Culture. 1955. 88p. 

Gautama Buddha — the Incomparable Physician, by Major-General S. L. 
Bhatia, (Transaction No, 26). Bangalore: The {ndian Institute of Culture. 
1956. 12p. Re. 1/-. 

How to improve your mind, by Baruch Spinoza. New York : The Wisdom 
Library : A Division of Philosophical Library. 1956. 90p $0.95. 

Library Manual: A Study-work Manual of lessons on the use of books aud 
libraries, by Marie T. Toser. 5th ed. New York: The H.W Wilson Co., 
1955. 94p. 70 Cents. 

Public Library Services for Childrdn, by Lionel R. McColvin. Paris: Unesco. 
1957. 103p. 8sh 

Recent developments in Maternity and Child Welafre Services in India, by 
Dr. Saryu Bhatia (Transcation No. 27). Bangalore : The Indian Institute 
of Culture. 1956. 12p..Re. 1/-. 

Rudraprayog ka Adamkhor Baghera, by Jim Corbett (in Hindi). Bombay : 
Oxford University Press. 1957. '79p. Rs. 3/-. 

School buildings: A Selected bibliography. Paris: Unesco. 1957. 27p. 

Science and the love of God, by Frank §. Pirone. New York: Philosophical 
Library. 1957. 233p. $4.25. 

Select list of Standard British Scientific and Technical Books; edited by 
L.J. Anthony London: ASLIB. 1957. 68p. 8s. 6d. to Members of Aslib. 
10sh. to Non-members. 

Tales of a Grandfather from Assam, by Lakshminath Bezbara. Bangalore : 
The Indian Institute of Culture 1955. 130p. Rs. 5/12/-. 

The Indian Institute of World Culture. Report for the Year 1956 Bangalore. 

The Library in High School Teaching, by Martin Rossoff. New York: H.W. 
Wilson Co. 1955. 124p. $2.00. 

The Moral Life of Man; its philosophical foundations, by Jacob Kohn. 
New York: Philosophical Library. 1956. 252p. $3.75. 


The New Library Key, by Margaret G. Cook. New York: H.W. Wilson Co. 
1956. 136p. $1.00. 
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BOOKS AND FILMSTRIPS RECEIVED 


The Road to Inner Freedom: The Ethics, by Baruch Spinoza, edited and 
with an Introduction by Dagobert D. Runes. 1957. 215p. $3.00. 

The Second Lesson : Seven Years at the United Nations, by Bernard Moore. 
London : Macmillan & Co, Ltd. 1957. 229p. 21sh. net. 
The Tangerine House, by Rupert Croft-Cooke. London: Macmillan & Co. 

Ltd., 1956. 2Ish. net. 218p. 

United States Influence on Norwegian Librarianship 1890-1940, by J. Periam 
Danton. vol. 2, no. 1, Pp. 1-92, 1 map. Berkeley 4, Californa: University of 
California Press 1957. 9Ip. $2 00. 

Women Doctors of the World, by Esther Pohl Lovejoy. New York: 
Macmillan Company. 1957. 413p. $5.95. 

Yearbook of International Trade Statistics 1955. New York: United Nations. 
1956. 720p. $7.00. 


The 


Filmstrips 


Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. No 4959. London: , 
Educational Prodnctions Ltd. 


The Indian Union: Land and People. No. 5061 ” 
How Man Began. No. 6200 be 
Everyday life in the Amazon Lowlands 6202 * 
Vincent van Gogh No. 6218c oe 
Julius Caesar No. 6239c vs 
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Serving Librarians is Our Business 


For over 40 Years WE have been Specialists in 
Accesstion Registers; Borrower’s Registers; 
Withdrawal Registers; Catalogue Cards; 
Catalogue Guide Cards; Charging and Circula- 
tion Cards; Periodical Record Cards; Publicity 
Posters and Special Printed Lables etc. etc...... 





PENAIO HEN/TIR WB IRO 


For complete details on Library Supplies for your Library, Please 
write for a copy of our New Catalogue. We welcome your patronage 
and the Opportunity to Serve you. 


INDIAN LIBRARY SERVICE DEPOT 


| | Mehra & Company 
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BAHADURGARH ROAD, DELHI. 


MAANDE VGN NENG SEND NENRE HEWVBR NEE NDG = MENG UNDE SENG NENG AENRE BENS AHN 
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A Quarterly on Librartes and Literature 
SEPTEMBER 1957, (Volume 12, No. 2) 


Articles 
Undergraduate Libraries, by Edward Heiliger Librarian of the Chicago 
Undergraduate Division of the University of Illinois, and Associate 
Professor of Library Science. 
American Libraries as viewed /y P.K. Baneriea, Assistant Librarian, 
Agra University Library, Agra. 
Role of Libraries in the Community, /y G.L. Trehan, Chandigarh. 
Gramophone Records and their maintenance in Libraries, /v 
I.K. Malhotra, Lucknow. 
Soul of the Past, /y Sudhir Brahmo, National Library, Calcutta. 


* There is nothing to equal The Indian Libsarian for keeping in touch 

with the latest development in Library Science and Libraries in India, 
United Kingdom, United States, UsSk and other countries. 
It is rewarding reading for librarians, teachers, bibliozraphers, scholars, 
book collectors, pnblishers, booksellers and all those interested in the 
library world of today. 
Each quarterly number covers the whole field of current in library 
practice and includes lists of current books in the English language and 
reviews of latest Indian and foreign publications. 

* Ry Ordering or Renewing your Subscription NOW ycu will have acess 
promptly to the important material appearing in each issue and also 
escape the danger otf being unable to obtain back numbers which you 
may particularly desire. 

Published in MARCH. JUNE, SEPTEMBER, DECEMBER. 

Annual Postal Subscription Rates : India: Rs. 8.50n.p. U K. 16sh. USA 
and other Foreign Countries : $3.50. 

Orders for the Journal, Articles and Advertisements for publication and 

books for review may be addressed to : 


INDIAN LIBRARIAN 
233, Model Town, Jullundur City, India. 





Printed by Sant Ram Bhatia, at Kavur Arr Press, Adda Hoshiarpur, 
Jallundnr City and = published by him from 233, MODEL TOWN, 
fullundur City (INDIA) Editor : Sant Ram Biatia. 
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